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Mm —- 
ADMONITION 
_ Yam —- 
Diffenting JYahabicants 
Of the Dioceſs of 


DERRKR:Y: 


Concerning a Book lately Publi- 
ſhed by Mr. ; Boſe, 
Entitnied, | 


REMARKS, (&c. On 
the preſent Diſcourſe. 


My Friends and Brethren, | 


Have told you in this Diſcourſe (when firſt 
Printed p. 170.) That no Man ought to take it 
el, that another propoſes Reaſons againſt his Opi= 
"n:0n; but. to ſcoff at , or revile any Praice, or 
Opinion that another believes to be founded on the Word 
of- God, is not only il Manners, but is of dangerous con= 


ſequence , being apt to breed bitterneſs and animoſities 
And therefore in all matters of 


between the Parties. ---- 
Religion we ought t09 avoid this manner of Treatment, 
A 3 and 
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aud whatever Book uſes it, we need trouble our ſelves 
no further with it, for it certainly is written only t0 
ſerve a Party and nit Truth, This Obſervation I take 
to be. certain, and T defire that you would read 
Mr. Boyſe's Remarks, and my Book together , and 
judge them by this Rule. The Worſhip of God is to 
Mankind beyond all other Concerns, and ought to be 
treated with all the ſeriouſneſs and calmnels of Spi- 
rit that becomes us, whilſt in the preſence of God : 
And for any one to treat that which all good Men 
tender and value as the moſt ſerious and weighty 
Concern of their minds, in a Paſſionate, Angry, Scot- 
fing and Deriding manner, is ſurely contrary to 
Natural Modeſty, and to the reſpe&t we owe to one 
another ; Much more to the Spirit and Meekneſs of 
'the Goſpe]. I will not accuſe Mr. Boyſe, but only 
deſire you to read his Book ſeriouſly, and believe 
him as far as you find him free from theſe faults. 

I hear that other Anſwers to my Book are coming 
out, and if I find in them that Spirir of Piety and ſe- 
riouſneſs that becomes Chriſtians, more eſpecially 
Men of tender Conſciences, [ will with God's help 
give them a due conſideration ; and if there be any 
thing material in Mr. Boyj:s Remarks, which is not 
taken Notice of by them, it ſhall rhen likewiſe be 
conſidered : In rhe mean time what I think ncedful 
© give you an Account of in this Admonirticn, is, 

1. Firſt, The clief Motive that prevailed with 
me to Publiſh my Book. Secondly, That Mr. Boy/e 
has Granted, in effe&, the chief things T pleaded for 
in it. Third/y, Thar he is much miſtaken in thoſe 
Matters of FaGt which he Charges on me as miſtakes. 
Fourthly, That le as failed to prove the moſt Mate- 
rial things that were incumbent on an Anſwerer to 
prove. IF I give plain Inſtances and Examples mn 
eacn of theſe, you may judge by them what to think 
of the reſt of his Book. 

I. As to the firs of thele, nametv, : ae/ign is pus 
lijhing 
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liſhing this Book ; T have been now above three Yeary 


amongſt you, and I have taken the beſt care IT could 


to inform my ſelf of the State and Condition of this 
Dioceſs, and of- every Pariſh therein. TI have viſited 
each of thegn ſeveral times, and diſcourſed perſonally 
with many hundreds, and informed my ſelf particu- 
larly of the Cuſtoms, Manners , Inclinations and 
Scruples of every ſort and Perſuaſion : T found to 
my great trouble much ignorance amongſt the poor 


People; inſomuch that of 800, or more of the Dif, 


ſenters Communion, whom TI perſonally diſcourſed, 
I did not find above Four Perſons that could give any 
Account of their Catechiſm, and only two that could 
repeat it, and a great many that could neither ſay 
the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, nor Ten Commandments : 
Of this I have many Witnefles that were preſent at 
fome of my Diſcourſes. I do not fay this ignorance 
was peculiar to Difſenters, for too many conforma- 
ble Perſons wers in the ſame Condition : This I look- 
ed on with great Compaſſicn and Concern, as it be- 
came me, and in Order to remedy it, I took care to 
have Engliſh Schools kept in every Pariſh, according 
to Law, and obliged the Schoolmaſter to teach the 
Catechiſm, and the Minifters to Catechiſe in each 
Pariſh ; and I furniſhed them with Catechiſms, which 
with God's Aſſiſtance has proved of good uſe to ſuch 
a5are Conformable,near 2000 of all Ages having fince 
learned the Catechiſm, and preſented themſelves to be 
Confirmed ; TI could not have the ſame influence on 
yott that differ from Me, and yer TI hope my Endea- 
vours have not been uſeleſs ro you,bur have help'd to 
raiſe an Emulation in you to inſtru& yohr « hildren. 
I found the great Obſtacle to your Learning your 
Catechiſm, was, the leagth and intricacy' of it, inſo- 
much rhat generally ſpeaking, whoever could not read, 
muſt deſpair - of getting it by Heart; this put me 
upon perſuading you ro make uſe of an eafter ate- 
chiſm not excluding your own if you had a mind ro it. 


A. 4 Again 
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Again I obſerred that when T- wrote my Book, 
there were only Nine. Meeting-Houſes in the Dio- 
ceſs, and I think the Number 1s not increaſed ſince, 
and by the beſt Enquiry I could make: among your 
ſelves and other People, I found that there were 
(taking one Meetmg-Houſe and one Lord's-Day with 
another) not 3oo at each Meeting. Now I under- 
Rand. that in this Dioceſs there are 30000 that pro- 
feſs themſelves of your perſuaſion , and-on that ac- 
count abſent themſelves from Church, From which 
Computation I perceived that only 1 in 10 of them, 
or thereabouts went to Worſhip God any where on 
the Lord's-Day : This I confeſs was a great grief to 
me,and however Mr. Boyſ? may ſcoff at my concern,as 
he doth at it in other cafes, I ſhall not be aſhamed 
of it, but pray to God to encreaſe it in me while 
ſach occaſions remain, and dire& me to Methods to 
remove them, I found that the cafe was not much 
better with you before the Troubles than ſince ; for 
tho* there were then ſome more Meeting-Houſes 
than at preſent, yet I believe the Number:of Peo- 
ple was near proportionable more alſo. I tound the 
ſenſe of Religion much decayed amongſt you, By 
means of this ſmall number of your Meeting-Houſes, 
and many of you when I have preſſed you toWorſhip 
God ſomewhere, have anſwered me, That you could 
do it at home; and indeed I] have found ſome that 
had not been at any Publick Worſhip in Seven Years, 
and it 1s not to be wondered at, when ſome of you are 
Ten Miles, ſome T'wenty, from a Meeting-place. I 
caſt about in my mind how to remedy this, and in 
Order to it, enquired of many of you, why you did, 
not frequent the Publick Church , ſince you had 
none elſe which you could conſtantly attend with 
your Families ; I perceived that Three ObjcCtions, 
eſpecially had ſtuck with you formerly. Firſt, That 
our Miniſters were Popiſhly inclined. Secondly , 
Thar ſome of them were of Ul Lives and Negligent. 
An 
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And Thirdly, That our Service was. only Human 
Inventions , and had no .particular , Warrant from 
Scripture. The firſt and ſecond of theſe I found, 
by God's Bleſſing, in great Meaſure remaved at my 
coming among you, ſo that I cannot ſay. that any 
ong of you ever objeted them to me. And as to 
the third, I particularly Examined, . what things 
may were in our Ordinary Lord's-Days-Service , 
which you taxed as Human Inventions, (for I only 
invited you to that Service)andwhich made you think 
1t more juſtifiable to ſtay at home then to come 
to our Churches, and I carefully marked whar you 
objeCted, and pur rhem in the Form that you now 
find them in this Book ; In which I deſftoned nei- 
ther to ſhew Wit orLearning,but ro —_ it to you 
of my Dioceſs, and to you only, in ſuch a plain Me- 


_ thod and Stile as might ſuire your Capacities, for F 
think you are not concerned in Books which you can- 


not underſtand; I am ſure you cannot underſtand 
the Generality of ControverſieBooks, I confin'd my 
ſelf therefore to whar I had ſeen and known to be 
your Opinions and PraCtice, and I was reſolved that 
my Book ſhould go no further then to you , and 
therefore] Printed only a few, which I diſtributed 
amongſt you, and took care that not one of them 
ſhould be Sold. I maſt own that the Book is Re- 
printed in Zozdon, but this was altogether withour 
my knowledge, and very much to my diflatisfaQion. 
Bur I cannot prevent the ill Arrs of Tradeſmen for 
their own gain. | 
This was the Motive and Method of my Book ; 
And whether they be agreable to the Spirit of a 
Chriſtian Biſhop who is concerned for the Service of 
Cod, and the good of the Souls under his Charge , 
or deſerve the Treatment Mr. Boyſe has given me 
in his Remarks (ſuppoſe I were miſtaken in ſome 
things, as T do not find I am) I muſt leave you to 
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TE. T ſhall now proceed to the Second thing I pro- 
poſed in this Preface, which was' to ſhew that 
Mr. Boyſe has granted rhe Principal things deſigned in . 
my Book, and I hope that they may have ſome influ- 
ence on you, to Allow the ſame : the Things are 
theſe thar follow. | 

r. He owns that Singing Pſalms in Proſe is Lawful 
(p. 10.) which I proved Chap. 1. Se#. 1. N. 3. in 
my Book. 

2. That Reſponſes or Anſwering, in the praiſe of 
God, is Lawtul (p. 16. & 28.) and he allows the Scrip- 
cure Precedents which I. broughr ro prove rhem, in 
Chap. 1. S:8. 1. N. 4. TI hope therefore that upon 
Confideration of his Reaſons, if not of mine, you 
will allow the ſame that he does, and that theſe things 
will not give any ſuch Offence to you hereafter, a5 
they have done. 

3. He doth not abſolutely condemn all Uſe of Mu- 
ſical Inſtruments in the praiſes of God, ſo they be 
only for dire&ing the People in the Tune of the 
Pſalm they ſing (p. 3o.). T therefore hope, that you 
have ſo much Refpe& ro Mr. Bry{c's Judgment , that 
hereafter the Organs will not offend you fo as to 
drive you from our Service. 

4. He aflerts (p. 24. ) That none of the Noncon- 
formiſtWriters have condemn'd the Sinzing of Pſalm:, 
as uſed in our Cathedrals by a Quire, tho he ſuppoſes 
it Unſcriptural, nor the S2yins them in Parifſh-Chrurch- 
ee, by way of Reſponſes, and thar only ſome weak 
and 1njudicious People have Alle3&2d ſuch Reaſons, 
for deſerting the Eſtabliſhed Church, and thar the; 
are not to be reckon'd as Condemned by our Saviour, 
in Mar. 7.7. far Commandments cf Mmm: And there- 
fore T hope in Reſpe& rothis Judgment, you will Jay 
aſide all ſuch Reaſons, for your Non-compliance with 

the Eſtabliſhed Worſhip, and retain no ill Opinion 
of us that do comply with thef: things. . To gain 
which, ] ſhall reckon a great ſtep, and worth the wri- 
ting 
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ting my Book, and ſhall be heartily glad to find , 
as Mr. Boyſe intimates, that it was only the weak 
amongſt you that inſiſted on theſe things. 

5. He grants (p. 9.) That God has no where ex- 
preſly Determined, whether we ſhall pray with, or 
without a Set Form ; and that therefore both ways 
of praying may be Lawful in General, rho' particu- 
lar Circumſtances may ſometimes render rhe one or 
the other more Convenient. So that this Matter of 
praying with, or wirhour a Ser Form, according to 
him, is a Matter of Convenincy only, and to bedeter- 
mined by Circumſtances; And therefore upon 
Mr. Boyſe's Principles, ſince our Forms of Prayer can 
ſeem tro you at worſt to be only Inconvenient ; ſure- 
ly it is better ro diſpence with an Inconveriency than 
ro negle@ all Publick Prayers. 

6. He grants (p. 31.) That in ſome particular 
Caſes, God did Recommend to the Jews, » Form of 
Wore in their Addreſſes ro Him, and that nor only to 
the People, bur even to the Prieſts, and therefore 
Forms of Prayer are Warranted by Scripture, and are 
of Divine Original. From hence it follows, That 
God has not only in genzral Commanded us to pray 
to Him, but in particular Commands, both Priefts 
and People to pray to him in Forms, tho' He has nor 
forbidden other Addrefles on ſuch Occaſions, as F 
mentioned Chop. 2. N. 2. Sc. 9g 

7. He grants that the People expreſſed their Joyn- 
1ng in the Publick Prayers, in Chriſtian Aſſemblies, 
by adding their .,9men (as I have proved Chap. 2. 
Set, 1, VN. 5.). And therefore T hope you will nor 
only Approve of this in us, but will likewiſe In- 
trodnce 1t into your own Mucrings. I 
am ſure the Book Mr. Boyſe Quores London Mara- 
for this purpoſe , Advites you to **5 emober © 
_ Þ. G65. 

8. He grants that the Holy Scripture may be read 
wirhoavt Expoſition (p 10. & 95.) and that the omiſ- 
ſow 
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fon of reading an entire Portion at once is a Defe& ; 
and that in the Winter Quarter there is no r:ading 
in the North of Ireland (p. 92.) and owns that I may 
juſtly. charge you with Falling Short of Reading ſo 
much as the DireQory recommends ; and therefore 
T hope our not Explaining every Chapter, when we 
read it,will be no ObjeGion againſt our Service : You 
may know we areobliged every Lord's-day,to Explain 
and Apply ſome Portion of Scripture in our Sermons; 
ſo that Expoſition is not-banithed out of our Church. 
. 9. He acknowledges that Bodily Worſhip is Com- 
manded in Scripture (p. 105.) He. calls Sitting at 
Prayers a Sloathful Poſture. p. 3. and fays he cannot 
excuſe it from Irreverence, and hopes that thoſe who 
have been guilty of it heretofore, will not perſiſt in 
it without real Necefliry. I hope therefore that you 
will take no Offence at our Service, or Abſtain from 
it, becauſe Bodily. Worthip is required. in it, or uſe 
any more that indecent Poſture of Sitring at Prayers 
in your Meetings, when your own Advocate Con- 

demns it. 
io. He cannot condemn Kneeling at the Lord's 
Supper, as Unlawful (p. 123.) and grants that you 
ought to Stand up at your Thinkſgivings and Bleſ< 
ling, before Receiving and after ; and that he will 
not excuſe you if you do otherwiſe in ir (p. 112.) 
And therefore as far as you are of his mind in this 
matter, you will have no reaſon to condemn us for 
Kneeling, as guilty of Idolatry ; or wonder that we 
receive the Elements on our Knees, ſince we receive 
them with Prayer and Thankſgiving, and continue 
whilſt we eat and drink, in the exerciſe of them, with 
the moſt earneſt Paſſion that our Minds are capable of. 
IT. He agrees with me as to the Frequency of Ce- 
lebrating the Lord's-Supper (p. 131.) And owns it 
was one Conſtant part of the Chriſtian Lord's-Days 
Worſhip in the Apoſtles time ; And that he thinks 
ir paſt all doubt, that this was the Univerſal ons 
of 
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of the Chriſtian Church for ſeveral ſucceeding Ages. 
And therefore I hope you will endeavour to Reſtore 
this Apoſtolick and Primitive Inſtitution to what it 
was, and conſider how Unreconcileable your preſent 
PraCtice of - Receiving is to this Inſtitution of Chriſt 
and Univerſal Praftice. 

Tf theſe things be univerſally Believed and Recei- 
ved amongſt you, I can ſee no reaſon why you ſhould 
decline our Churches, at leaſt when you cannot go 
to your own Meetings, and hepe you will not here- 
after go out when our Prayers begin, as if you were 
in danger of being Polluted by them, or refuſe to 
conform 1n the Bodily Expreſſions of Worſhip uſed 
at them, as I have ſometimes obſerved ſome of you 
to do, who rather chuſe to ſtay then diſturb the Con- 
gregation, by going unſeaſonably away. If I could 
gain theſe Points of you, I ſhould think my Labours 
in my Book beſtowed to a moſt Excellent purpoſe,and 
be content with Joy to endure a Thouſand more hard 
things, than Mr. Boyſe has been pleaſed to fay of me, 
who. appears by his Book to be much a Stranger both 
to you and me, and to have intermeddled with us, 
before he underſtood either of our Praftices, or Cir- 
cumſtances ; and I hope by Gods help it ſhall not be 
in his power to make you conceive otherwiſe of my 
Sincere AﬀeQions and Concern for your Souls than 
I have profeſt, and ſhall always defire to Maintain. 


ITE. I ſhall now proceed to the third thing I promi- ' 


ſed in this Admonition, and that is to ſhew you, That 
whereas there are ſeveral Matters of Fa& which 1 
affirm, and Mr. Boyſe denies the miſtakes 1ye on his 
fide, notwithſtanding he imputes them to me with 

reat aſſurance, as Falſhoods ,- and aſſerts that T am 

ard'ned in them : For the Proof of this, I need no 
more than to Appeal to your own Conſciences ; and 
T muſt tell you, that what T have Wrote was from 
Sight , Experience, or certain Information on the 
place, whereas he has his account of things only at 
h | | ſecond- 
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ſecond-hand, and produces no Vouchers. I will in- 
Nance in ſome of the principal matters of Fatt which 
ke contradiCts. | 
7. Firſt then, One of the Principal Matters of Fat 

n diſpute, is, what T affert (Chap. 3. Sc#, 3. N. 2.) 
That in all the Mectings in the North of Ireland in a 
whole year, perhaps there is not ſo mnch Scripture read , 
as inone day in Our Church, by the flrifteſt enquiry I 
corld make. This he contradifts with great vehe- 
mence, ard aflerts (p. 93.) that there is nothing 
like Truth in the Affertion; with a great many i! 

words. You m y obſerve that I expreſſed my ſelf 
doubtfully in this Caſe with a per-zps it was ſo, but 

F affure you that T had no doubt of the Truth of ir, 

only T was willing to. fay ſuch ungrateful Truths as 

faftly as TI could, that T raight give the leſs offence 

to you. To make this appear, T will rake Mr. Boyſe's 

own Computation, and allow that there are read in 

each of yourMeerings everyLord's-day for 3 Quarters 
of the Year half a Chapter, tho' you know the caſe 1s 
not Univerfally ſo ; for in fome places in this Dioceſs 
there has been no LeQuring in ſome of your Meer- 
megs, for two Years together ; but allowing it to be 
as he ſays: 

Then in this Dioceſs there are Nine Meeting-pla- 
ces and LeCQures in each, 39 Lord's-days in the Year, 
and half a Chapter read at each Le&ure, which in all 
makes 1757. 

Now becauſe the Firit of 4pril was on a Lords-day 
this year, I will take it and compute how many 
Chapters and Pſalms were read on that day in our 
Church, and you will find it thus : 5 
- On the Firſt of 4p## are read 8 Pſalms for the 
day, 3 before and between the Leſſons : That is the 
95, the 100, the 67, beſides the Song of the Bleſſed 
Virgin. So that 11 Plalms were read that Day in 
every Pariſh-Church. Befides theſe, are read 4 
Chapters for Leſſons, and the Epiſtle and Goſpel 
make a large Chaprer mare go 
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So then in every Pariſh-Church rhere are read 
Pſalms and Chapters, tho rhere be no Funeral, or 
Churching of Women, or other Occaſional Office, 
16. There are then 42 Congregations in this Dio- 
ceſs at preſent, in which the Offices of the Church 
are conſtantly performed ; and if we Multiply 42 by 
16, it follows that there are read in this Dioceſs in 
one Lord's-Day, Chapters and Pſalms, 672, whereas 
allowing the utmoſt of Mr. Boyſe's Compuration, 
there are read in the Meetings jn this Dioceſs in a 
Year but 175 anda =. 

Let me obſerve that the Meering-Houſes are 
more Numerous here then in my Neighbour Dio- 
ceſſes in the Norzh, there being , that I can learn, 
only 4 in Rapho Diocefs, in which, 2nd ip the other 
Dioceſſes of the North the Pariſh-Churches are: pro- 
portionally as many more then the Meetings, as they 
are in the Dioceſs of Derry : And from thence it 
tollows that there 1s really 4 times more Scripture 
Read in Our Church in the Nor:h in one day then in 
all the Meetings in the North in a Year, which is a 
great deal more then whatT aſſerted. I had a Com- 
putation like this in my mind when I wrote my Book, 

and ſhould not have Publiſhed it, if theſe Remarks by 
—_— Falſhoods and Untruths to me, had not obli- 
ged me todoit in my own Juſtification to the World; 
for to you who know ſo well the Truth of it, it was 
needleſs. And we have this advantage by reading 
the ſame Chapters and Pſalms -in every Church, 
that whatever Church a Man go to, ſo he be conſtant 
at any , he is ſure to find the Scriptures read on 
in Order, which muſt needs contribure towards ma« 
king him acquainted with the whole Body of the 
Scriptures. 

2. Bur then, Secondly, I chargeyou with caſting on: 
the reading of the Word of God from moſt of your Publick 
Aſjemblies-- Inſomuch that in many of your Meetings, 
ſetting ade a Perſe or two for a Text or notation, at 
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the diſcretion of the Teacher, the Voice of God is never 
Publickly heard amnngſt you. This Mr. Boyſe cenſtres 
(p. 92.) as a bare-fac'd Untruth : but your ſelves 
ſhall be Judges. 

Firft then, I have proved, that Reading the Scrip- 
tures, for the InſtruQtion of the People, is a Publick 
Ordinance of God, Chap. 3. Sef#. 1. and rho? it is 
not determined how much we ought to read at a 
time, yet it ought to be ſo Ordered, that the dilt- 
gent Hearers may in a competent time be acquaint- 
ed with the whole Body of the Scripture; and in 
this T have the Concurrence of your Direftory. Now 
if you can Name but one Meeting m the North of 
Ireland, where this has been Obſerved . Mr. Boyfe 
may have ſome Ground to contradi& me : bur the 
Caſe is far otherwiſe ; you have thiown this Order- 
ly Reading of the Holy Scriptures, n:r only our of 
moſt, or many of your Meetings, bus out of all of 
them. | ; 

2. But further T appeal to your ſelves whether 
any of your Miniſters ever read one Portion of Scrip- 
ture bur what was either defigned for Text, to a 
LeQture or Sermon, or @ Quotation. If any one pre- 
tend the contrary, IT muſt deſire him ro name the 
Time and Place , thatT may reprove rhoſe Informers 
that Mr. Boyſe affirms (p. 92.) have fo greatly im- 
poſed on me.  But'till the Time and Place be named 
my afſertion 1s hcerally true, and 'in a Jarger ſenſe 
then I expreſled it, T heartily with you who are 
Teachers would amend this fault, and I] {hall then 
acknowledge that this part of my Book is EffeQwally 
Anſwered,and of no further force againſt yon. And 
Jet me tell you, that your complyance in this would 
beger an honour and eſteem i: the People for Read- 
ing the Scriptures Publickly, which is an Inſtitution 
of God, and fſatisfie the World that you have a great- 
er value for the Word of Goff then for your own 
"= which -no Impartial C onfiderer will 


ever 
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ever believe whilſt you allow it no place in your 
Meetings, but when you can have leiſure ro bring 
in your own Expoſitions. And ſure it ſeems ſtrange 
that you can allow at Jeaſt an hour for a Sermon of 
your own Compoſing, and cannot allow 10 minutes 
for tlie Word of God; which is the Trath of the 
Cie, however Mr. Beyſe endeavours to palliate it. 


'A third Mater of Fat denied by Mr. Boyſe, is, 


That a Man may frequent your Mectings all his Life, 
and yet have no ſecurity, or hardly poſſibility of Learn= 
ing from your Publick Teaching all the great Myſteries 
of his Religion. This he cenſures (p. 83.) as a 
groſs and ſhameleſs Accufation, and advances it as a 
known Truth that the great Myſteries and Princi- 
ples of the Chriſtian Religion are not feldomer 
taught in your Pulpits than in ours. Now to diſcover 
whether I deſerve rhe hard words which Mr. Boyſe 
gives me on this account, I deſire you ro conſider. 

1. That the great Myſteries of our Religion , 
are the Conceprion, Birth, Paſſion, * ReſurreFion, Aſcen= 
ſon and final coming of our Saviour 10 judge the quick 
and the dead, together, with the Dottrine of the Trinity 
in whoſe Name we are Baptiſed, and the deſcent of the 
Holy Ghoſt. 

2. That wem our Church have a certain time ap- 
pointed us every Year for the Teaching each of theſe, 
and our Miniſters do profeflediy handle each of them 
in their diſcourfes on theſe times : So that every 
one who defireth ro be informed concerning them 
is ſure at a certain time of the Year to have a full 
diſcourſe, in every Parith, on each of them, in Order 
to the Explaining and Inculcating them, with the 
uſes and effeQs, h 

3. As to your Miniſters there hes ro Obligation 
on them to go thro* theſe Myſteries in any ſuch 
time, nor indeed in their whole Lives. And where- 
as Mr. Boyſe alledges (p. 83.) that The Nirefory re- 
quires that Ordinarily the ſubjeF of the Miniſters Ser- 
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mon ſhail be ſome Toxt of Scripture , holding forth ſome 
pPincipal or head of Religion. "This Obligation is ra- 
kenoff by the following Words, which are theſe, 
or ſutable to ſome ſpecial occajionh emergent, or he may 
£0 04 1n ſome Chapter, Pjalm, or Book of the Scripture , 
as he ſha!l think fi; From whence it is plain, rhac 
the Dirctfory Iays no Obligation on your Miniſters 
to handle profeſſully any of theſe Myſteries, and 
that you fiave no Scourity, other then the pleaſure 
of your Miuifters, that you ſhall ever learn from 
their Pub}ick Teaching all the Myſtzrizs of your Re- 
I:210n. 

Put Fourthly, F nave examined, and pur it to many 
of your Perſuailion whether rhey ever heard any 
Miniſter of Yorrs that profefiedly made a whole 
diſcourſe on the 7/zity, Conception, Marivity, Res 
farreion, or Aſc: jon of our Soviour, or on his fend- 
ing Cown the Holy Ghe#, and I do profels thar Þ 
never yer amongſt many met one Man that could 
farisfie me in this point, or afiure me thar his Mini- 
ſter had done it. Which ſhews how dangerous a 
matter it 1s to leave theſe things tro Men's choice. 
I heartily defire you that Read this, ro recolle& your 
Memories, and examine your own Conſciences, and 
fay whether your Miniſters do once: every Year 
handle profeſſedly each of thefe Myſteries, as ours 
do, and it they do nor, judge whether ir be true that 
Mr. Bo yſe allerts (Þ. 8 4} that tie peculiar Myſteries of 
the Chriſtian Religion are jo much more frequently incx/= 
cated in your Sermons, then ours, as has occaſioned ſome 
of youu to reprony ns, as Preaching little but Abrality. 
Theſe IT am fure are the greareſt Myſteries peculiar 
to the Chriſtian Religion, and they are profelſzdly 
and indiſpenſably taught 19 our Chutch once every 
Year : Whar ground can there then be to accuſe us 
of teaching litcle bur Morality. 

5. Asto Mr Boyſe's excuſe for you in this behalf, 
Tat there i; no Seripiurn! Rule or Example preſcribing 
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conternng Mr. Boyle”s Remarks, 2c. IF 
:0 Ordinary Teachers the exaii Order in which they ſhould 
explain the Myſteries of ' Chriſtian Religion to the people : 
T would deſire you to obſerve thar the Scripture 
obliges us to Teach them all theſe, :he whole Council 
of God, and rhe ſame obliges us to 
do this. and all orher Religious per- 1 Cor. 14. 40. 
formances in Order, or according t9 
on Order : There ought therefore ro be. in every 
Church an Order, whereby every Teacher may be 
obliged to Teach them all in a competent time, as 
it 151n our Church, and the DireFory has manifeſtly 
fuited in this, having made no ſuch Order, but left it 
to the diſcretion of every Miniſter, wherher he will 
make any of theſe Myſteries his SubjeCt in his whole 
Life, and ſome have been ſo indiſcreet as to Preach 
for half a Year, nay, a whole Year on the ſame Sub- 
jet. I have ſeen many Sermons Printed by your 
Party, and yet do not remember above 2 or 3 on 
theſe moſt neceſſary SubjeAs; I am ſure they bear 
no manner of proportion to Ours. on 
A Fifth matter of Fat denied by Mr. Boyſe, is, Thas 
hardly one in ten get your Catechiſm by heart , nor one 
in five hundred retains it. On the contrary he afhrms 
. 87. That he believes that if I makes a more accurate 
Tyyal T ſhall fnd as many of the Diſſenters Children that 
have gotten their Catechiſm by heart, as of others that 
have dune ſo by the Church Catechiſm. T think I have 
had an Opportunity to inform my ſelf of the Truth 
of this matrer ſo certainly thac *tis hardly poſlible 
for me to miſtake, and I will endeavour to make you 
ſenſible of rhe Truth of my Compuration. | 
Firft then, you know that you who refrain from 
the Eſtabliſhed Church, are here much more nume- 
rous then ſuch as are conformable. and have propor- 
tionably more Children.;. yet beſides Grown People , 
I have Confirmed near a Thouſand Children, all above 
Thirteen Years old, in Three Years fince I came 'to 
this Dioceſs ; many of theſe I have Examineg perſo- 
B 2 _ nally 
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nally, and always fonnd them perfe&; in het Cate- 
chiſm, and rhoſe that T did not Examine likewiſe 
were ſo, as the Miniſters that preſented them afſu- 
red me 1n the moſt ſolemn manner, and I was alſo 
informed by ſeveral of theſe Miniſters and by the 
Schoolmaſters, that moſt Children of Conformable 
Parer.ts cou'd likewiſe ſay ir, tho' ſo young as not fit 
ro be Confirmed. Now IT defire you to produe me 
ſuch a number of your Children that can fay yours, 
and I ſhall be very glad of ir. 

Bur Second!y, if you look amongſt your own Chil- 
dren, p2rhaps vou may find a pregnant Boy here or 
there that can ſay your Catechiſm intirely, but the 
generwlity feldom can go above a leaf or two in it : 
*Tis a great matter to find a Boy that can ſay it all ; 
and the Schoolmaſters generally acknowledged to me, 
that the Children forgot one part of it before they 
cou'd get another; and the beſt account they cou'd 
give cf the matter, was, that they were Learning 
it, and fo the generality are like to be for ever. I 
have made ſo many Trials of this in a whole School 
at a time, that I can no longer doubt of the trurh 
of it, andit wor'd be very odd for me to think to 
impoſe upon you who know fo well all theſe things , 
and whom I am defirons ro Prevail on and InſtruQ , 
and can hope to do it only by the Integrity of what 
I fay. 

3. Asto retaining ir, I doubt wherher any do it 
at all after 20, I tried noc only a whole School ar one 
time, hut the. Schoolmaſter alſo, a Diffenter that 
Taughrir. Inone of my Parochial Viſtations, and 
amongſt them all then preſent they could not give an 
anſwer to thar Queſtion in your Catechiſm, What 75 
Faith in eſs Chriſt, which was the faſt thar came 
in my thoughts to ask them for a Trial, and of this 
and ſeveral other like Paſſages I have many Wit- 
neiles. 

4. Whereas Mr. Boyſe aſhin's (p. $5.) That ther 
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concerns Ay, Poy ſe's Rcmarks. &c. I7 
is not one of theſe perſons in your Congregations come to 
years of age,who is not once every Year conſtontly Inſtruf- 
ed in the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, and per- 
ſonally examin'd about his K:owledge of them. Pray 
conſider alittle ſeriouſly this matter of FaCt; I leave 
/it with you, and know what you muſt conclude, and 
hope you will be fo juſt to your ſelves as ro determine 
of what Credit this Author ought to be in his Rela- 
tions. I will not derogate from your Miniſters La- 
bour-in Catechiſing their people, but notwithſtand- 
ing their pains, there are ſome Thouſands of Men and 
Women in this DiocF$ that profeſs themſelves of 
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: yourCommurnion,that were neverCarecliſed bythem, 
: and many are altogether zgnorant of the Myſteries 
of the Goſpel ; inſoemuch as nor to be abie (as I obſer- 
, ved before) to fay their Crecd, rhe Lord's-Prayer, or 
He the Ten Comman:lments, or to tell how many Per- 
1 ſons are in the Godhead, or who they are, or who 
: Redeemed them, of which thisvery day, in waickh T 
7 write this, afforded ine Two Examples of grown 
Men, as indeed every day almoſt doth ro my great 


) "$2 ob , 
hn | trouble. As to your Miniſters Examining, their 
vay indeed may diſcover who has their Catechiim , 


4 but is no way Fitted to teach thoſe that have it nor, 

bh as ours doth. — 

_ Laſtly, I deſire you ro remember that there 1s no 
Rule in your Dire&ory that requires your Miniſters 

_ to Examine either Publickly or Privately : So that 

bs your Miniſters performances 1n this point are volun« 

wn tary. Which is a great Defe& : Whereas our Rules 


wr” make Catechifing a part of our Lord's-day Service, 
and a ſettled Ordinance in our Publick Aſtmblies, 


yo as it-has ever been eſtcemed in the Church of God. 
bh I muſt rell you that Mr. Boyſe, to excuſe his great 
as Defe&, puts me (p. 84.) on producing ſome Preccpt or 
by Example from Scripture, requiring our Reading or 
Teaching a Summary of Principles in Publick , diſtin# 
ers ſrom Holy Scripture. I am content to put 1t on this 


B 3 1YJue 


1a 4j7 my 
wt. - br YG 
> © 


——_ 


WT AAP AO AY 


__—_ 


 — 


—_ 


18 An Admorition 


iſſue, and deſire you to turn over your Bibles and 
compare 2 7im. 1. 13. with Chap. 2. Yerſ. 2. and 
there you will find St. Par! commanding Timothy , 
Hold faſt the Form of Sound Words, which thou haſt 
heard of me——— 4nd the things thou haſt heard of mc 
among many Witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to Faithful 
Men, who ſhall be able to Teach others. Here you find 


' St. Paul delivered Timothy a Form of Sound Words 


publickly, and commanded him to commit the ſame 
to others, who ſhou'd Teach the ſame, as St. Pl 
delivered it, that is, before many Witneſſes, or in 
the Face of the Church. I hope no good Man will 
ſeek a plainer Proof, for a thing that is ſo good and 
Commendable in jt ſelf, ſo Edifying to the Church , 
and ſo conſtantly Retained in it, till the Dire&ory 
and your PraQtice left it out, which I heartily with 
you may amend. © | 

But Fifthly, The greateſt matter of FaQ diſputed, 
and indeed of greateſt Importance, is, The frequency 
of the Celebration of the Lord"s-Supper amongſt you. 
took Notice (Chap. 5. Se#. 3. N?. 3.) That your 
Miniſters rarely preſs you to Communicate, that you have 
few Sermons, or Diſcourſes to that purpoſe, and many of 
you condemn our Zeal for Endeavouring to reſtore the 
conſtant Communion preccaented in Scripture - and 
did appeal to You whether it is not yer reckoned a great 
thing among many of you, if once in a Teay or two a Com- 
»1nion be Celebrated in one of Tour Meetings, nay, i! 
7s often omitted for ſeveral Years together, and in ſome 
places for ten or more, 

In Oppoſition to this Mr. Boyſe affirms, (p. 136.) 

T. That it is Univerſally uſual in every Meeting , 
where an Ordained Miniſter is ſettled, to have the Lora”: 
Supper Admmiſtred conſtantly once a Year , and twice 
in the larger Towns. 

2. That the Generality of Yeu (as he is aſſured) do 
Communicate four or five times. a Year, 
' 3. That all of you have the Opportunity of doing it 10 
62 >. 12, 07 
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(2, 07 15 timgg a Year, if you will take the Advantage 
of Receiving it as often as "tis Adminiſtrcd within a few 
Miles of your Reſpettive Habitations. 

4. That there is not one in ten, or rather in20 or 30 
:hat do not recerve, except ſuch as ore with-held for want 
of competent knowledge, or the account of Scandal. 

5. That thoſe who Communicate once, do it Ordinarily 
oa ll following Occaſions. : 

6. (P. 134) That the generality of your Miniſters 
Adminiſter this Sacrament far oftus; the tie generality 
of the Conforming Clergy. 

7. (P. 137) Thar he doth ne! ſe: with what Tolera- 
ble Triſtice T could upbraid you with your rare 6r a0 Com 
1::xn101, when the M:mbers of your Mectings do generally 
Communicate much oftacr then the Mcmbers of the Pi= 
"iſh Churches. 


” = "2 » 8 
Laſtly, (p. 34) Toat too mmony projfiigate Sinuers 


, 


end Swine are admitted in the Pariſh Churches. 

Theſe are a few of thoſe things he aſſerts on this 
head; and gives me many hard words for aflerting 
the contrary: Bu' it will be no ciiticule matter for 
You to judge? who 15 1n the right, T have (as IT be- 
heve *rwill be owned) as cood Opportunity of in- 
forming my fſcJf in theſe matters as any one can have; 
and have been as diligent in my Enquiries in my 
Progreſles thro' the {everal Partſhes, - and on all oc- 
caſions asI could ; and Thave kad the following Ac- 
count returne:l me from many hands, and am ſatis- 
fied there can be no very great miſtake in 1t. 


1. That in the Jaſt Seven Years the Lords-Supper 
has been Celebrated amongſt you. 


In Londonderry twice ——= —— 
Tn Clondermet once ———— —- = 
A.t Ballindret once 
At Ballike!ly once a 
At Burt twice > uy 
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In all 9g times. 
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$o that in this whole Dioceſs it kas been Celebrated 
by you but about 9 times 1n 7 Years, ſome of which 
being times of Afton, required a more frequent 
Cetebration of this comfortable Sacrament then or- 
dinary. 

2. At each of theſe we will ſuppoſe there have 

eceived one with another abour 400, tho* my In- 
formations allow not ſo many, ſo that in 7 Years 
there may be computed to have Received 36co in 
this Dioceſs. 

3. In the Eſtabliſhed Church, ſince T came to the 
Dioceſs, which 1s about 3 Years and 2 Months, the 
Lord's-Supper has been Adminiſtred 

In the Cathedral, about — — 43times, 

In the Pariſh-Churches for the ——— 


firſt Year, about — ————— 78 
For the Second Year, about 103 
For the Third Year, about C— 


In all 386times. 


So in the Eſtabliſhed Church the Holy Sacrament has 
been Adminiſtred in this Dioceſs in 3 Years and 2 
Months, about 386 times ; that 1s about 43 times 
for once you have had it in Your Meetings in near 
Seven Years. 

. As ro the Number of Communicants in the 
Eſtabliſhed Church, I cannot give an Exa&t Com- 
putation ; bur as ro the Cathedral, where I have, 
for the moſt part, Officiated my ſelf, I can give this 
Account. 

: Ar 4 Eaſter Sacraments, one with c g 
- another, above 200. In all mo 


At 


conce/ning Mr. Boyle?s Remarks, &c. 28 
At 3 Chriſtmas Sacraments, and 5' 
Whit-Sundays, one with ano- > 600 
ther, above 100 at a time. 
At 33 Monthly Sacraments, one 2 
with another 50 (4 1650 
In all 3og5o 


From whichit is manifeft , that near as many have 
Received in one Pariſh in this Dioceſs in about three 
Years time, as with you in the whole-Dioceſs in twice 
that time ; notwithſtanding the numerouſneſs of thoſe 
that are of your Profeſſion. 

5. As to the larger Towns, I can call only 3 ſuch 
in this part of rhe Country, that 1s, Londonderry and 
Strabane in this Diocelſs, and Colerain on the Border 
of it. Now as to Londonderry it has had this Sacra- 
ment Adminiſtred but, twice in it inG or 7 Years ; 
and Colcrain but once in that time; and as to Stra- 
bane, tho ir, as well as the other had a ſettled Mini- 
ſter in it before, and ſome time ſince the Troubles, 
yet Tam informed from good hands that in 26 years, 
laſt paſt, rhe Lord's-Supper has been Adminiſtred bur 
twice init; And I have the more reaſon to believe 
this, becauſe your Sacraments are Adminiſtred with fo 
great a concourſe of SpeCtators and Hearers, beſides 
thoſe that Receive, that they can hardly eſcape Ob- 
ſervation ; which wonld have been reckoned a Profa- 
nation of this Holy Myſtery ih the Primitive times ; 
and is in earneſt an abuſe brought in by Popery. 

6. If it be rrue what he affirms with aflurance , 
that rhe generality of you Communicate 4 or 5 times 
ina Year, it will clearly follow, That not much a- 
bove a hundred diſtin& Perſons in all have Commu« 
nicated in this Diocelſs theſe laſt ſeven Years. For 4 
times 7 make 28;and 3600 (the number of your Com- 
municants in 7 Years) divided by 28,gives about 125; 
the Number of the diſtin& Perſons that have Com- 
municated amongſt you in 7 Years, according to his 

| Compu- 
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Computation ; but this can by no means be tine , 
and therefore he js certainly Misinformed in this 
particular. 

7, We will allow then, that every diftin& Perſon 
Communicated but 5 times in theſe 7 Years . and 
then there Communicated 640 diſtinQt Perſons in 
that time : From which it clearly follows, that ag: 
ene in twenty of you Communicate at al!!, there he- 
ing above 13050 of your Perſuaſion in the Diocefs 
of comperent Age for the Communion. 

And this makes his Miſtake manifeſt jn his aſſert- 
ing that Not one in tc, rather in 29 or 50, but Come 
mmicate, except ſuch as are with-held for want of com- 
petent knowledge, or on acrount' of ſcandat. © This 15 a 
great Reflz&ion on you, and far from the matter of 
FaQ, iz. that 19 in 20 of your Perſuaſion ſhould be 
with-heid from the Communion on one of rheſe two 
Accounts. T hope there are not nezr fo many 
among?'you that are eirher' Scandalous, or grofly 
1gnorant, for tho* T believe one in 500 of vou do 
not retain the Aſſemblies Carechiſm, ſo as either to 
Repeat or give an Account of it, yet I am far from 
thinking all ſuch want competent knowledge for the 
Sacrament; for which a very little knowledge (ar 
leaſt of many things contain'd in your Catechiſm) 
F believe 35 ſufficient, with a Holy Heart and inoffen- 
ſive Converfarion: And God forbid all the reſt of 
that great number who do not Receive, ſhould be 
Scandalous; otherwiſe then as they are ſo by not 
Receiving. 

1. As to his Affirming That all you have the Oppor- 
temities of Communicating Ten, Twelve or Fiftcen times 
in the Year, if you will take the Adwvaptage of Receiving 
it as often as "tis Adminiſired within a few Miles of 
yorr Refpefive Habitatieons, The Miſtake of this 


Evidently appears fronff the former Compuration ; 


and will farther appzar if you conſider that there 
are bur 9 Meetings in tis Dioceſs, which has as 
great 
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great a Proportion to the Pariſh-Churches as any in 


the Nor:h, Now Jet us ſuppoſe the Lords-Supper - 


Celebrated in each of theſe once in the Year ; and 
ſippoſe likewiſe each Communicant came to each 
Communion; Yeteven ſo he could have but 9 times 
an Opportunity in a Year , and muſt Travel Forty 
Miles for a Sacrament : And this whole Dioceſs may 
as conveniently Communicate 12 or 14 times in the 
Year at the Cathedral - of Derry, as at any of your 
Meeting-Houſes. 

9. As tothe Praftice of Diſſenters elſe-where, I 
am not much concerned in jt; having Addreſſed my 
ſelf only to you of my Dioceſs, but you may conclude 
the Probabilicy of what he ſays concerning them , 
from the account he gives cf your own Practice in 
this point, if it be true which he Affirms (p. 135.) 
That as to the Meetings in England and the South of 
Ireland, where Paſtors ave Settled, the moſt of them 
conſtantly Celebrate the Lora"s-Supper once a Month , 
o:hers once in Six Weeks or Two Months, and a-few once 
every Lord's-dny, Their Prattice is much altered from 
what it was formerly ; for when the Churches were 
in their hands, it was quite otherwiſe ; St. Warburgh's 
was a Conſiderable Pariſh in the heart of Dubliz, and 
was ſupplied by Confiderable Men conftantly as to 
Preaching; but from the Year 1650, when DoQtor 
Sibo/cs their Epiſcopal Miniſter Dyed, till the Year 
1GG2, that is for near 12 Years, the Lord's-Supper 
was not Adminiftred in itatall ; as appears, fuſt- 

;ently from the Veſtry-Books, and the Teſtimony 
of ſeveral Surviving Inhabitants, from whom I had 
the information, having been Miniſter there my ſelf 
Ten Years; and I have heard the like of ſome other 
Churches in Dublin at that time. I find the fame 
obſerved concerning the whole Univerſity of Oxford, 
from the time the Epiſcopal Miniſters were Ejected 
Aug. 1648, till they were Reſtor'd again Anno 1660, 
being 12 Years, Antiquit. Om. And T have had an 
LD Opporty- 


Tn — = 3 po 6 - _ = = = ph end. OS 4 ein 
N Dt ir re 8 - ww wary ere eee p—_— PRs 
©: Tartu.) Kut oy . +3 o - 


bz 
> ern oo, 
IRS. ons 
Enna 4 


"ROS 
4X 


n= 
ES: 


<> Cod Reb x 
= 


——_—_— 


ene = et wy ner 


Jt 


_ 


GC 


—_—— 


—— 
- 


—_ -> a 5 > Hh - 
rye = _OE ” 
CR ee Ce ER INES 
ny 


Op” rey ro agen 
- hv wing 


2.4 Lin HAdmonition 

Opportunity to enquire concerning the Diſſenters 
Praftice in Waterford before the Troubles; and am 
told, that they .did not Communicate above once 
in the Year, if ſo often: Mr. Boyſe had need there- 
fore to produce good Vouchers for his Afſertion, or 
we muſt reckon 1t in the ſame Rank with his Account 
of what 1s done amongſt you. 

10. As to his Afrting that many profligate Sinners 
and Swinc are admitted in the Pariſh Chnrches ; and 
(page 127) that rhe Pariſh Miniſters take no ſuch 
pains with the People as yours : I ſhall only offer 
rheſe things; Firſt, Tf one ſuch be admitted, it is 
too many; but we oughr to be verv Charitable in 
that point ; and *tis better to admit Ten who Far- 
neſt]y defire the Sacrament, and Receive it with Ap- 
pearing Devotion and Reverence , tho" their Hearts 
be falſe, than exclude one that 1s intitl?d roir. Se- 
conaly, Compariſons are odious, yer I dare Appeal 
to vour ſelves who differ from us, whether, general- 
ly Speaking. the Conformable People who Receiy 
the Sacrament are nor as fiſt, as Charirabl2, as So- 
ber, as Senſible of th:ir Dary to God and to their 
Neighbours, as your ſelves ; and whether you dare 
not Truſt them in Matters of Honeſty and Truth as 
far as you dare truſt one another : my Office gives 
me ſome advantage rowards knowing theſe things .. 
and upon the Stricteſt Enquiry, T muſt profeſs rhar T 
neither know nor hear of any ſuch come to the Holy 
Table: and truly the Devotion with which they ge- 
nerally come 1s ſo great, and ſeems ſo UnaffeQed , 
that I muf: profefs my ſelf greatly Edifyed by ir : 
And it appears to me that the innocency of their 
Lives is anſwerable ; and therefore Mr. Boyſe has in 
this been very Uncharitable and Unjuſt to the Con- 
formable perſons amongſt us, and except he can In- 
ſtance ſome of theſe profiigate Sinners and Swine ad- 
mitted to the Sacrament, he can never acquit him- 
{zIf to them; nor to ſo conſiderable a Body as our 

whole 
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whole Church, on which he has caſt a RefleQion. 

As to the Clergy, if their Pains may be Eſtimated: 
by the Fruits of Mercy, Juſtice and Truth amongſt 
their People, and if their People's ofren Offering 
themſelves to come to the Lord's-Supper be any Teſt, 
they ſarely are not! behind your Minifters. Their 
Publick Labours are as great as any Examples of 
Scriprure or Antiquity recommend to us, and more 
would only Weary the People; and as to Private 
Diligence, reckon when you will, and you'll find 
them as ofren at Sick-Beds, and in Private Viſits to 
their People, and that they as often Inſtrutt, Re- 
prove, Adviſe and Admoniſh, as yours do you. I 
will not puſh this any further, or Concvur with the 
Obſcrvation of thoſe who pretend to affure us, that 
Enmity to the Eftabliſhed Religion, and Immorali- 
ries, are gotten on one fide in too many inſtances ; 
only of this I wou'd put you in mind, That whoever 
refuſes ro Communicate with a Church in Prayers or 
Sacraments, by reaion of the Corruption of its Mem- 
bers or Diſcipline, ought to be well affured of their 
own Holineſs and Strittneſs of Walking. 

11. Whereas he Alledges (p. 134.) that your-Mi- 
niſters preſs the Receiving the Lord's-Supper more 
than the Conformable Clergy ; and reckons my fſay- 
ing, that your Minifters rarely Preſs the People to. 
Communion, and that you have few Sermons or Diſ- 
courics to that purpoſe, 2 groundeſs Accaſation, deny- 
ing the Truth of it : I doubt not bur there are ſome 
of your Party have Written on this Subje& profeſſed- 
Iy, butT have feen few of them, neither do TI belieye 
them to be in any proportion comparable to rhe num- 


ber of ours, of which I have near 80 by me ; andas' 


to your Sermons .and. Diſcourſes, if they preſs the 
Receiving of it oftner - than it 1s preſt by us, your 
Miniſters are very unſucceſsful in rheir Exhortations, 
ſince 'r15 manifeſt by rhe effe&s, that ſo few are pre- 
vaded on by them; I am rather apt to believe that 
they 
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26 An Admonition 
they have not yet made it ſo much their buſineſs as 
they ought ; or at leaſt that they have not taken the 
right means to perſwade their Hearers : By the ac- 
count I have had of their Sermons, they rather tend 
to deterr poor weak Creatures then encourage them, 
by Magnifying the difficulty and danger of the Un- 
dertaking. | | 

And tho' Mr. Boyſe Affirms in your Names (p. 137.) 
that you know not one inſtance of z Perſon counted 
truly Religious amongſt you, that lives ro Thirty or 
Forty Years without Receiving, yet I cannot believe 
that you will conſent to this ; ſince there are in truth 
ſo many inſtances of that kind among you, and I 
could, if T thought fir, name a reputed Profeffor, and 
a great Stickler in your Cauſe, who is of that Age, 
and not-only never Received, but Diſputes for it, and 
blames our Prefling it, asI have met with many who 
do fo too. In ſhort, I know many Profeſſors that 
neither ſeem 1ll Men, as to their Lives, nor groily 
ignorant, in the ſame Circumſtances, and their Con- 
verfation has infe&ed ſome of our own. | 

To conclude, It were as eafte to ſhew that Mr. Boy? 
is as much miſtaken in every matter of Fa&, where- 
in he hath charged me with Falſhood, as in theſe : 
but the deſigned ſhortneſs of this Admonition, will 
not give me leave to purſue them : Theſe are cer- 
tainly ſufficient to ſhew the Credit he deſerves in 
his other Afferrions. | 

Ler me further pur you in mind thar I am your 
Biſhop, and believe my ſelf Obliged to infpet and 
enquire into your PraQtices, and reprove you where 
F perceive or believe you to be Miſ-lead : And I ve- 
rily hope by your having had vour Sacraments oftner 
laſt Year than formerly, that my publick Diſcourſes 
in every Pariſh did contribute to awaken you towards 
it, of which IT am heartily glad ; but Mr. Boyſe has 
nothing to do with you or me ; and as he interpoſes 
himſelf without any Call or Reaſon, ſo he Writes 


either 


ad td — _ 


= pears 


concerning Mr. Poyſe's Remaris, &c, 27 


gither without any, or on very partial infermation. 

I knew theſe things before, but I never deſign'd 
to Publiſh them, as looking on them to be ap: to 
cive Offence, but if you will look over Mr. Boyſe's 
Book, you will be convinced that there is now a ne- 
ccfliry on me to lay them open in my own Juſtifica- 
tion, and I hope there may be ſomething of Provis 
dence in it, ſince it may be a means to open your 
Eyes, and Jet you ſee that your Praftice 11 Worſhip- 
ping God has been ſuch, as your very Advocate dares 
not undertake to defend ir, but denies the moſt plain 
Matters of Fatt, and thar your Miniſters have not 
been ſo diligent to warn you of thefe Omiſſions as 
might have been expeQed from them. IF they ha@ 
besn as careful to keep you to the Scripture Rules 
and Chriſt's Inſticutions, as they have been ſtudious 
to gain and keep you from Joining with Us, you had 
not lain under the preſent ObjeQions, which I fear 
muſt prove Scandalous to all thar profeſs Chri- 
ſtianry. 

I rhovght here to have Concluded whar T intended 
to ſay at this time concerning Mr. Boyſe's Remarks ; 
tur T find it may be convenient further to add ſome 

zw Obſervations concerning the Method Mr. Boyſe 
has taken to defeat the di:ſign of my Book, and to 
kinder you from joining with us in our Ordinary 
Lord s-da; Worſhip, by the new Rules and Exceprions 
he lays down ; . and by what he obje&s, particularly 
concerning Oz vſeof rhe Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm ; 
which he wou'd have you believe that I omitted, 
becauſe T was not able to defend it. 

Before I procced to theſe, I deſire you to con- 
ſider thac it was incumbent on-one that would de- 
fend your Cane againſt my Book to have juſtified 
your way of Worjhip, by jhewing that your manner of 
perjormii.g the ſeveral parts of it, as diſtinguiſhz from 
04s, is warranted by Scripture- Precept, or Precedent, or 
by dire conſequence from thence, Fort there ap- 
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pears no reaſon for your abſenting your ſelves from 
our Worſhip, except your own be more expreſly 
warranted by the Word of God. But inſtead of un- 


 dertaking this Task, Mr. Boyſe argues againſt ir, and 


condemns the Rule as common only with wild Sefa- 
ries (ſuch he calls the Quakers, p. 7.) But as ſtrit 
as the Rule appears, I have juſtified all the particu- 
lar ways of Worſhip to which I invited you, by it. 
And if Mr. Boyſe could have done the ſame for veurs, 
he needed not have declined the Rule. But he ſeems 
conſcious that your ways of cot ch are not defenſi- 
ble on this principle : And therefore he endeavours 
to furniſh you with other principles for your own 
defence, and other obje&ions againſt your joining 
in our Worſhip, viz. 

I. He gives you another Rl? for the ordering of 
God's Service. 

IT. He endeavours to perſwade you that the great- 
eſt Exception you have againſt joining with us, is not 
the matter of Worſhip. 

ITI. And Thirdly, He alledges that T have omitted 
to handle that part of Worſhip, againſt which you 
have greateſt Exception, and that becauſe I could nor 
defend it. 

I defire you to conſider a little with me what he 
ſays on each of theſe Heads : 

I. And firſt, As to his new Rule of Worſhip, you 
will find it, p.7. in theſe words, Modes and Circum- 
ſtances of Divine Worſhip— tho" neceſſary in general by 
divine Precepts, yer are left in particular to be determi- 
ned by Human Prudence, For tho" God has commanded 
Publick Prayers, Praiſes, Hearing, Celebration of the 
Lord's-Supper, &c. yet what time or place we ſhall 
Aſſemble in, in what order theſe parts of Worſhip ſha# 
be performed, . What particular devout poſture we ſhal 
uſe, among ſeveral equally expreſſive of our Religious 
Reverence : What Tranſlation of the Bible, or Verſion of 


the P[alms we ſhall chooſe ; What portion of Scriptures 
ſhalt 


he 
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ſoall be read, explained, or applyed ; What Uten ils ſhall 
be imployed in the Celebration of the Sacraments, and & 
Multitude of ſuch Circumſtances, and Modes of that kind 
are left to Human Determination ; only therein the ge- 
neral Rules of Scripture tauſt be regarded. And: of this 
he gives an Example or two, p. 5. God has command= 
ed us to pray, but he has no where expreſly determined 


whether we ſhall pray with cr without a Set Form of 


Words ; both ways of Praying therefore may be Lawful. 
The conſequence from which, is, That Human Pru-» 
dence muſt determine which way 15 to be uſed. 

This is Mr. Boyſe's great Rule, which he takes for: 
granted ; and allows it 1s only by it that your way of: 
praifing God, Praying to him, Reading the Scrip- 
tures, Sitting ar your Prayers, and omitting the 
conſtant ordinary Celebration of the Lord's-Supper,; 
can be juſtified. 

I deſire you to obſerve the Rule well, and to com- 
pare it with your former Opinions in this point ;, 
and reſolve whether you would have eaſily accepted. 
ſuch a Rule from Me. 

I defire you further to obſerve, That tho' our. 
way of Ordinary Worſhip needs not this Rz/c to ju- 
ſtifie it, as T have ſhewed in my Book; yet this Rule. 
fully doth it, in all the parts mentioned in my Book : 
And Ido not find Mr. Boyſe denies it; or that he 
condemns any one as abſolutely unlawful, in our Or- 
dinary Lord:-day Worſhip. And indeed it juſtifies nor 
only our Ordinary Worſhip, but many other things 
that I did not touch. For, 

Firſt, If the determination of 7ime for Publick 
Worſhip be left to Human Prudence, you can have no. 
exception againſt our Holy Days, as unlawful ; for. 
we have in them, uſed our Prudence to determine” 


| that God ſhall be in a particular manner 4.anked 


and praiſed on certain Sett times, for the” Pirch, 
wag ca , Paſſion , Refurre&ion 0i our Savi- 


our, &c. 
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2dly, If the determination of Uten/ils for the Sa- 

craments be left ro Human Prudence, our Fonts, Com- 

munion-Table, Rails, ec. are fully warranted. 

34ly, If we may by our own Prudence determine all 
circumſtances of Worſhip, our Habits are a circum- 
ſtance, and therefore capable of being lawfully de- 
termined. | 

4thly, Tf the determination of Pſzce where we will 
perform Divine Worſhip, be left to our own Pru- 
dence, T do not ſez how you can blame us for de- 
termining that th? Ocdinary Prayers ſhall be offered 
in the Desk, the Sermon made in the Pulpir, and the 
Communton-Service performed at the Lord's-Table ; 
Eſpecially ſince we have declared rhat there is no 
peculiar Holineſs, or efficacy in any of theſe, and 
that they are appointed mee1ly for Order, Decen- 
cy, and Edihcation. 

Now tho” I had reaſon to ſuſpeft that you would 
never haveReceived ſuch aPrinciple from me, yet ſince 
your Advocate has Jaid ir down, and your Worſhip 
15 confeſledly indetenlible without it, T may expett 
that you will think your ſelves obliged to ſtand by 


it ; and that you will not judge of your own Wor-: 


ſhip by one Rule, and of ours by. another, 

Burt turther,ftince the determination of theſe things 
according ro Mr. Byſe, is Iefc ro Human Prudence, it is 
moſt reatonable,.thar great caution and care ſhou!d be 
uſed in determining theſe Modes, Izfr underermiaed 
by the Scripture ; and that ir ſhould nor be truſted 
with every private Man; but be referred to the 
wiſdom of the Church and Kingdom ; and therefore 
what the Clergy by their Reprefentatives in Convo- 
cation, and the Laity by their Repreſentatives in 
Parliament, have determined as prudent concerning 
theſe Þ des, merhinks ſhould ſtand againſt all pri- 
vate Juugments ; which in matters of meer Prudence 
ought to{ubmit to the general Wiſdom. Eſpecially 
when what has been ſo cetermined, has been _— 
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ed by long Cuſtom, and the univerfal Conſent of the 
Churches of God for many Ages. Therefore you 
muſt not hereafter on this principle ask any preof 
from Scripture for any thing in our Worſhip, but 
you muſt prove it expreſly forbidden there, or elſe 
you muſt conform ro it, as being determined by 
Human Prudence : Which in this cafe, by Mr. Boyſe's 
Rule is ſufficient, 

I hope by this time you ſee that it was not intereſt 
or deſign to ſerve a Party that made me omit this 
Rule, fince T might have made ſo mnch uſe of it. 
Put to deal ingeniousy with you, I could not approve 
of it in the Latitude Mr. Bozje propoſes it; and I 
thought my ſelf obliged not to propoſe any thing to 
you that I did nor approve my {eif, For I can by 
no means allow that God has 1:tc the determination 
of Time, Place, Order, Circimſtlances, Poſtures, and 
Utenſils, 1n all Caſes, to Human Prudence. He has not 
only given us general Rules to praiſe him, pray 
to him, hear his Word, to Worſhip him with our 
Bodies, and to receive his Supper, but he has like- 
wiſe given us many particular Rules and Examples 
concerning each of theſe, to which, if we dYigently 
attend l mind the conſequences of them, and ap- 
ply them to like Caſes, we may have ſufficient Dz- 
recions from Scripture to order our Worſhip, with- 
out having recourſe to Human Prudence, which is a 
very uncertain and infallible Rule in the Worſhip 
of God. 

[ have collefted many of theſe particular direQtions 
and examples in my Book, and. ſhewed our Worſhip 
to be Juſtifiable by the ſNri& letter of them ; and 
ſure *tis a great preſumption to lay aſide theſe par- 
ficular dire&ions and examples, and to' ſubſtitute 
others in their ſt2ad, becauſe our own Prudence judg- 
es them more for Edification. It is not eale for us 
to agree in*th2 determinations of Human Prudence ; 
but We may eaſily agree in 2 plaia particuleeQlireQi- 
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2dly, If the determination of Uten/ils for the $a- 
craments be left to Human Prudence, our Fonts, Com- 
munion-Table, Rails, ec. are fully warranted. 

zaly, Tf we may by our own Prudence determine all 
circumſtances of Worſhip, our Habits are a circum- 
ſtance, and therefore capable of being lawfully de- 
termined. | 

4thly, Tf the-determination of Pſzce where we will 
perform Divine Worſhip, be left to our own Pru- 
dence, T do not fe: how you can blame us for de- 
termining that the Ocdinary Prayers {hall be offered 
in the Desk, the Serinon made in the Pulpir, an the 
Communion-Service performed at the Lord's-Table ; 
Eſpecially ſince we have declared rhat there is no 
peculiar Holineſs, or efficacy in any of theſe, and 
that they are appointed mezrly for Order, Decen- 
cy, and Edifcation. 

Now tho” I had reaſon to ſuſpe& that you would 
never haveReceived fuch aPrinciple from me, yet ſince 
your Advocate has Jaid ir down, and your Worſhip 
15 confefledly indetentible without ir, I may expett 
that you will think your ſelves obliged .to ſtand by 
It ; and rhat you willnor judge of your own Wor- 
ſhip by one Rule, and of ours by another. 

Bur further,tince the determination of theſe things 
according ro Mr. Boyſe, 1s I:fc to Human Prudence, it is 
moſt reatonable thar great caution and care ſhou!d be 
uſed in determining theſe Modes, Iefr underermiaed 
by the Scripture ; and that ir ſhould nor be truſted 
with every private Man; but be referred to the 
wiſdom of the Church and Kingdom ; and therefore 
what the Clergy by their Reprefentatives in Convo- 
cation, and the Laity by their Repreſentatives in 
Parliament, have determined as prudent concerning 
theſe Þ ">des, methinks ſhould ſtand againſt all pri- 
vate Juugments ; which in matters of meer Prudence 
ought to ſubmit to the general Wiſdom. Eſpecially 
when what has been lo uctermined, has been — 

; cc 


FM tw. qt tqH4 KK + oa ca 


Odo S5y=”w_ =© & tw kt 6 


— 


concerning Mr. Boyle's Remarks, &c. 3t 


ed by long Cuſtom, and the univerſal Conſent of the 
Churches of God for many Ages. Therefore you 
muſt not hereafter on this principle ask any preof 
from Scripture for any thing in our Worſhip, but 
you muſt prove it exprefly forbidden there, or elſe 
you muſt conform ro 1t, as being determined by 


Human Prudence : Which in this caſe, by Mr. Boyſe's 
— 


Rule is ſufficient, 
I hope by this time you ſee that it was not intereſt 
or deſign to ſerve a Party that made me omirt this 
Rule, fince T might have made ſo mnch uſe of it. 
But to deal ingeniousy with you, I could not approve 
of it in the Latirude Mr. Bozje propoſes it; and [ 
thought my ſelf obliged nor to. propoſe any thing to 
you that I did nor approve my feif, For T can by 
no means a!ldw that God has 1:fc the determination 
of Time, Place, Order, C:ircumſlances, Poſtures, and 
Utenſils, in all Cafes, to wma Prudence. He has not 
only given us general Rules to praiſe him, pray 
to him, hear his Word, to Worſhip him with our 
Bodies, and to receive his Supper, but he has like- 
wife given us many particular Rules and Examples 
concerning each of theſe, to which, if we dYigently 
attend wn mind the conſequences of them, and ap- 
ply them to like Caſes, we may have ſufficient Dz- 
regions from Scripture to order our Worſhip, with- 
out having. recourſe to Human Prudence, which is a 
very uncertain and infallible Rule in the Worſhip 
of God. | 
I have collefted many of theſe particular dire&ions 
and examples in my Book, and ſhewed our Worſhip 
to be Juſtifiable by the Nri& letter of them ; and 
ſure *tis a great preſumption to lay aſide theſe par- 
ticular dire&ions and examples, and to ' ſubſtitute 
ethers 1n their ſt22d, becauſe our own Prudonce judg- 
es them more for Edification. It 1s not eale for us 
to agree in” th2 determinations -of Human Prudence ; 
but we may eaſily agree in a plain particular direQi- 
oe on 
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on of Scripture. Thus God has determined a th, 
Day for our Ordinary Worſhip; and you ſee we have no 
diſpute about it. He has likewiſe given us Precedents 
in Scripture to perpetuate the memory of ſignal Mer- 
cies, by yearly Solemaities or Feſtivals ; but becauſe 
theſe are not ſo particularly determined by Scripture 
as the other, you may obſerve how difficult *ris for 


us, by Human Priidenc?, ro agree in them : We ought | 


therefore to be very Thankful to God for his particu- 
lar direQions afforded us in\Scripture, and to ſtick to 
them as cloſe as we can. As for Example : God 


has not given us any Precedent of Verſe Pſalm or 


Hy mn, in the New Teſtament, either Originally, 


there, or by Tranſlation out of the O!d Teſtament, 


in thoſe portions of the Old Teſtament Pſalms that 
are Quoted therein ; but he has given us in the New! 
Teſtament, poſitive Precedents of Proſe Pſalms and; 


Hymns, both Original and Tranſlated ; and this 
ought to teach us what ſort of Tranſlation is moſt 
proper to be offer'd to God in his Praiſes. God has 
given us examples of ſolemn Adorations in his Wor- 
ſthip, of Kneeling, Bowing, and Standing before 
him ; and this alone 15 ſufficient to bring you and us 
to uniformity in this point. 

And the like may be ſaid of all thoſe Inſtances I 
have given you in my Book; where I have laid 
down the particular Rules and Dire&tions God has 
given us for performing the ſeveral parts of his Wor- 
ſhip : In all which the letter of the Scripture 1s clearly 
on our ſide, and Mr. Boyſe has not oppoſed Scrip- 
ture to Scripture ; bur has declined the literal ſenſe 
in many Caſes without reaſon, and has preferred the 

ererminations of Human Prudence in others, as be- 
ing more for Edifieaticn than the Scripture Examples; 
as 15 manifeſt in vour manner of Singing Pſalms, and 
many otker particulars. Bur I remember the Apo- 
ſftles Rule, 1 Cor. 1. 25. The fooliſhneſs of God is wi- 
ſer than Men ; the meaneſt exampl: or precedent in 
Scripe 
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Scripture, is to me more concluſive in the Worſhip 
of God, than the moſt wiſe Determination of Human 
Prudence. 

And therefore IT conclude that we cannot have a 
more clear or certain Rule, or more likely to unite us 
in God's Service, than what I have laid down in my 
Book; and I intreat you again to compare your Wor- 
ſhip with ir; and to reform thoſe things that are 
not contained in Scripture or warranted by Example 
of Holy Men in it, or may not ve deduced by clear 
conſequence or parity of reaſon irom them. This 
Rule is plain enough ro any capacity ; and to go a» 


| bout to explain it, will only, as Mr. Poyſe has done, 


make it obſcure and uncertain. 

JI Burt 24ly, Mr. Boyſe endeavours to perſwade 
you, That the greateſt exception you have againſt 
joyning with us, 1s not the matter of our publick Or- 
dinary Worſhip. | 

Hence in his Preface, he tells you, that I have 
taken the greateſt pains to maintain the beſt Fortified parts 
of our Churches conſtiturion, and left the Feeble un- 
guarded, und p. 169. he ſays, That I take no notice 
of Human -Inventions in the Diſcivline of the Church , 
about which, he alledges, Thas 1 know the Conteſt be= 
tween the eſtabliſhed Church and Diſſenters chiefly Iyes ; 
and upon this he proceeds, and makes many propoſals 
or demands. 

But I deſire you to obſerve, Firſt, That my Difſ- 
courſe was concerning the Inventions of M-n in the 
Worſhip of Goa; and it isa Subjett large enough, and 
to handle it well, and in ſuch a Method as may help 
the Reader to have a clear underſtanding of ir, 15 an 
uſcful work, and ſufficient for one Diſcourſe : and 
for Mr. Boyſe ro tax me for not writing another on 
the 1nyentious of Menin the Diſcipline of the Church , 
is very unreaſonable. He is nor pleaſed that I wrote 
this, and yet he would have had me write another on- 
2 Subje& more apt to give offence; for I a{lure my 
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ſelf if ever T ſhould write on that Subje&, you would 
be leſs pleaſed with my performance than in this ; 
ſince I muſt look on the general frame of your whole 
Conſtitution (at leaſt ſo far as its conformable to 
thoſe Heads of Agreement that Mr Boyſe owns) to be 
2 meer Human Creature, without Warrant from Scrip- 
ture, or any ſufficient Foundation to oblige Men 
to ſubmir ro diſcipline. 
2. Bur Secondly, when a Man defires to -ſhife his 
round, *tis a preſumption thar he apprehends him- 
Z1f under ſome diſadvantage 1n ir. And if there 


were not ſomething of this nature, Mr. Boyſe had not |. 


needed ro propoſe enlarging or multiplying the mat- 
ters in Controverſie. *Tis reckoned a wiſe contri- 


vance in our Common Law, that it allows nor of a| 
double Plea, but obliges the Defendant ro ſtick to one ' 


thing only. as the moſt effeftual means to bring the 
difference between the Parties to a Concluſion ; I 
have reaſon therefore to do the ſame, and to de- 
cline any further entring into Controverhie, till this 
of Worſhip be driven as far as it can; As I think 
it is in ſeveral Points, by,Mr. Boy/e's own Confeſſion , 
who doth not ſo much as attempt to juſtifie your 
ſitting ar your Prayers and Thankſgivings, or your 
not ſignifying your Publick Conſent ro them by 
your Amen.” It is much the ſame as to your manner 
and frequency of Communion ; and your not uſing 
the Lord's-Prayer, and your way of ſinging Pſalms, 
which is acknowledged to. be Un-Scriptural, and in 
ſeveral other Inſtances: Therefore let theſe be 
Reformed firſt, and then it will be proper to con- 
fider the Reſt. ns 

34ly, Our Conſtitution and Diſcipline are certain 
and determined, being laid down in our publick An- 
thentick Records, by which we are obliged tro be 
judged. Burt there js no ſuch Settlement of your 
Conſtitution or Rules of Diſcipline ; you have a Con- 
feffion for your Faith, and a DireQory for your = 
| Ip: 
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ſhip: and w# can compare them with ours, and 
judge which ate meſt agreeable to rhe Scripture, and 
therefore it is\a proper Work for a Biſhop of 
rhe Church to examine them by that Rule. But 
I know of noAuthentick Declaration concerning your 
conſtitution; of /Government or Diſcipline. Propo- 
ſais were indeed-made by the Aſſembly of Divines to 
thar purpoſe ;-but rejefted by the Parliament, and 
many of your Party, and looked on as inconſiſtent 
with the Laws of the Kingdom, and Liberty of the 
Subje&t ; and therefore till it be agreed among you, 
and declared in ſome Authentick way, what your 
Diſcipline and C onftitution is, and by what Rules 
you proceed in your Judicarories, I think it very 
rnneceſfary to diſpute wirh any Perſon in his private 
Capaciry, what his Sentimenrs areas to th#ſe Points, 
and efpecially finceT belizve Mr. Bos Senſe of theſe 
things is much different from yours, toth as to the 
Officers, Rules, and Manner of proceeding in your 
Judicatures ; inſomuch: as you are.nor yet agreed who 
{hall have the full Power of the Keys, whether a 
ſingle Congregation or a Presbyrtery. 
4thly, The MPorfhip of God, 1s the great and imme- 
diare Puſinefs of the Church, and for rhe due perfor- 
mance thereof, Officers are appointed chiefly, and 
Aſſemblies held ; whereas Diſcipline 1s but a hand- 
maid toir, and deſigned ro keep it pure.. And there- 
fore tne difference 1n Diſcipline oughr to make no ſe 
paration from our Aſſemblies, as Jong as that Ihy- 
Jtip is performed according to the appointment of 
God, as to the Matter and Manner of it. | 
There were great Defe&s and Diſorders in the Diſ- 
cipline of the Church of Corinth; yer the Apoſtle 
doth not adviſe the Sound Part ro hold Meetings ſe- 
parate from the other : And therefore, befcre any 
defe&s in Diſciplin2 be objefted ro us, ſome Prece- 
dent or Command in Scriprure ought to have been 
produced, Warranting on the account of Diſcipline, 
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the gathering a Congregation of one Party of Chri- 
ſtians in the ſame place, diftin& and ſeparate from 
others, who worſhip God in true Faith and Holineſs, 
and in a way Warranted by the Holy Scriprures ; 
and if there be no Command or Precedent in Scrip- 
rure for any ſuch Praftice as this, I think it is evident 
that you ought nor, on the account of the defefts of 
Diſcipline (which when all is dons 'are for the great- 
eſt part pretended, not rea!) abſent your ſelves from 
our Aſſemblies for Worſhip, eſpecially when you have 
none elſe ro go to on the Lord's-day. 

And this will appear yet more reaſonable, when 
you confider thoſe Demands in particular, which 
Mr. Boyſe has made to us concerning Diſcipline in his 
Appendix; none of which, if they were as he repre- 
ſents them (as they are really far otherwiſe) ought ro 
hinder your joining in our Worſhip, which they 
do not concern or effe&. IT will only give yon two 
or three Examples in the moſt material of them. 
The ft concerns the difference of Biſhops and Prieſts ; 
whether they differ in Degree or Order. May nor 
we Receive the Lord's-Supper together, tho' the 
Popiſh Schoolmen, to advance the Pope's Power and 
depreſs Biſhops, held that a Biſhop and Prieſt differed 
only in Degree, not in Order : A Qveſtion I per- 
ſuade my ſelf, few of you will underſtand, and has 
no relation ro that Sacrament ; ſince (however it 
be) both Biſhops and Prieſts have Power given them 
to Adminiſter it. 

The like may be obſerved of the 5:h. Demand ; Judge 
your ſelves whether it any ways interferes with our 
going into the Houſe of God as Friends, that our Church 
allows a more poſitive Abſolution to a fick Man on 
his ſubmitting himſelf to the Cenfirt and Judgment 
of a Miniſter, by an humble Confeſſion of ſome ſe- 
exet Sins that torment his Conſcience, than in other 


caſes; and yet this is one thing Mr. Boyſe offers as a , 


Bar to your Union with us ut his 577. Demand. * 
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The ſame may be ſaid of the 7:h. that concerns the 
Examination of Miniſters to be Ordained ; ſince jr 
no ways hinders a Mar's comfortable living under 
the Miniſtry of his Spiritual Guide, if he be really 
blameleſs. (i T hope thoſe in this Dioceſs :re) that 
our Canons are not very ftrit in the point of Ordi- 
nation, as long as they are as ſtri& as the Apoſtles, 
1 Tim. 3. And indeed to ſuch a degree, that ſome 
who kave been found unqualified and inſufficient for 
Learning by them, are received as Preachers amongſt 
you, after being reje&ed by us. Of which I have one 
Nororious Example ſinceI came to this Diocels. 

The like may be obſerved in the 11h. Demand, 
that concernerh the peoples intereſt in chooſing their 
Miniſter ; which can no ways excuſe your abſenting 
your ſelves from our Worſhip, or refuſing our Mini- 
try, as long as our Miniſters are good Men and fit 
for their Office : nay, much berter and firter;”"by the 
confeſſion of ſome of your. ſelves , than thoſe for 
whom ſome Pariſhes in this Dioceſs have Perti- 
tioned, when Vacancies happened. As appears in 
three or four Inſtances ſince I came to it. 

T cannot ſee to what good purpoſe the propoſing 
theſe can ſerve, or why they ſhould be debated on 
this occaſion. Government and Diſcipline are very 
intricate things in themſelves, and few of you are 
capable of determining the Queftions relating ro 
them; bur the Rules relating to Worſh/p are plain, 
and you are indifpenſibly required to Worſhip God , 
tho* many things in the Government of the Church 
ſhould be amiſs, and ir ſhould be beyond your pow- 
er to help them. 


5. Laſtly, IT can by no means allow that Mr. Boyz 


had any reafon to make ſuch Dewands as theſe, or 
to expe& any anſwer tothem. All the occaſion he 

- | 
prerends for them, is, becauſe IT made ſome requeſts 
co your Miniſters in the Concluſion of my diſcourſe ; 
one of whigh concerned the Ex?rciſe of your Diſci- 
pline 
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pline, that it might be wich leſs offence to us, and 
advantage to our common Chriſtianity ; and from 
thence he concludes that I cannot take it ill if we 
(faith he, p. 170.) wſe the like freedom, in offering 
with all Humility the following requ-$s. But that the 
Caſe is no ways the ſame, nor the requeſts equal , 
will appear if you conſider, Firſt, The Perſons con- 
cerned in them ; Secondly, The Things demanded ; 
And Thirdly, The manner of propoſing them. 

1. As tothe Perſons concerned, I may put you in 
mind, that the Laws of the Kingdom, and of the 
EftabIiſhed Church, have Conſtituted me Biſhop of 
this Dioceſs; And tho' you do not own my Autho- 
rity, as duly received from Chrift, yet T my ſeJf am 
perſeaded it 5 ſo; and that the duty I Jye under 
from my Cor[-cration Vow , obliges me to watch o- 
ver, 2nd to endeavour to inſtrutt and adviſe you our 
of rhe Holy Scriptures. But Mr. Boyſe has no ſuch 
relation to thoſe he takes on him to adviſe. He hag 
yer owned no proper Church beyond his fingle Cone 
gregation : Fe has owned no Eccleſiaſtical Judica- 
rure on Earth, to whom he and his Congregation 
are accountable by the Laws of Chriſt. He can 
claim no Authority over any other Congregation 
then his own ; or challenge ſo much as to be a Mi- 
niſter of Chriſt to any other, if they pleaſe to que- 
Nion it, without a new Qrdination , as appears 
from thoſe H-ads of Agreement, (Ch. II. Sect. 6.) 
produced by himſelf. Now if there were no more, 
this makes a very manifeſt difference in our Caſes. 
Bur if you further confider ro whom his demands are 
made, it will appear yet greater. I only addrefſc4 
my ſeIf ro thoſe of your Miniſters that are in this 
Dioceſs, and deſigned my Book ſhou'd go no far- 
ther. But Mr. Boyſe propoſes his to the whole con- 
formable Clergy; Nay, to the King and Parlia- 
ment, and to the whole Laity of England and Ire« 
land, and this he doth in the name of your you 
arty, 


concerning Mr. Poyſe?s Remarks. &*c. 39 


Party, as if he were your Repreſentative : From 
which you may ſee what a Figure he takes to him- 
ſelf. | 

2. Bur Secondly, There is as great a difference in 
the things demanded, as in the Perſons concerned. My 
requeſts were only in ſuch things as I ſuppoſed in- 
offenſive ; in which we really agreed, and were in 
your own Power to grant me, without altering any 
thing either in your Confiturtioa or Principles. 
And in theſe T had reaſon to hope for your Compli- 
ance: And do yet more then hope for it. But ſeve- 
ral of the things which Mr. Boyſe requeſts, concern 
Temporal Martrers, ſuch as were in the Power only 
of King and Parliament ; Others are ſuch as we 
think very unreaſonable to be asked ;- And others 
are founded on moſt unjuſt Repreſentations of our 
Praftices and Principles ; which if truly Repreſen- 
ted need no Reformation ; as may appear from his 
adding to, and taking from our 3 and 4 Canons, 
f. 179. And may further appear in the 2, 3, 4,6, 7, 
8, 11, 12, 13 Requeſts. From all which it wouj 
ſeem that rheſe Requeſts were rather made to a 
you, then that he cou'd ſeriouſly expe& we ſh 
regard them. 

3. And indeed as the Perſons and Matters are ve- 
ry different, ſo the way of propoſing them is no leſs 
contrary to that uſed by me. By his own Confeſſion 
I gave no ill Language , I charged you with nothing 
thar was ſo much as doubtful] ; but if you pleaſe to 
read over his Requeſts, T dare leave it to your own 
judgment whether he has obſerved the ſame temper, 
He 1s not content to load our Church with many 
groundleſs- Imputations, but he expoſes the King- 
dom and Proteſtant Inhabitants of it, as again over- 
ſpread with Swearing, Profanation of the Lord's-Day; 
Uncleanneſs, Pride, Luxury, &c. (p. 182) an Impu- 
ration that I can by no means allow to be general ; 
There being I am perſuaded, by the mo * 

od, 
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God, a manifeſt abatement of theſe in this Dioceſs. 
Bur however the Matter be, to make ſuch Demands 
as theſe in Print, which perhaps one in a thouſand 
of thoſe that are concerned in them ſhall never ſee, 
may ſerve to furniſh our common Adverſaries with 
Arguments againſt You. and Us ; and may exaſpe- 
rate and furniſh you with ObjeQtions againſt uniting 
with us; but can nerer ſerve to amend what might 
be really amiſs in your praCtice ; which I am ſure was 
the delign of what I wrote: And I hope 'twill ap- 
pear thar it was fo, to every one that will ſeriouſly 
review my Addreſs to yqur Miniſters. 

TH. The Third Allegation uſed by Mr. Boyſe to 
rake off the force of my Book, is, Thar I have omit- 
red to handle that part of our Worſhip againſt which 
you have greateſt Exception. Thus p. 163. he taxes 
me, That 1 have omitted one matcrial pars of Divine 
Worſhip about the manner of performing which, the con- 
reſt between the Eſtabliſhed Thurch and Difſenters abes 
moſt dirctly concern, this charge of Human Inventions —- 
viz. Baptiſm. This he imputes to want of Candour 
and genuity: And gives me many hard words about 
it ; and more particularly inſiſts on the $izn of the 
Croſs, which he intimates that I did not mention be- 
cauſe I could not defend it. 

This then I ſuppoſe is one of the moſt feeble Places of 
our Church-Service that I have left unguarded. T moit 
heartily with that all our differences were reduced 
ro this one; and that you cou'd as eaſily clear your 
ſelves from introducing tie Inventions of Men into 
the Service of God, as we can clear our ſelves in this 
particular. And to convince you that I am in earneſt 
I. will give you a ſhort Account of my thoughts of 
it 4 by which you may know what credit Mr. Boyſe's 
ConjeQures concerning me, ought to have with you. 

Firſt therefore I will ſhew you why IT omitted this 
part of God's Service in my Book. Secondly, That 
Mr. Boyſe's Arguments againſt the Croſs in Baptiſm 
are 
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are of no force. Thirdly, That the »ſe of the Croſs 
in Baptiſm is Warranted by the Holy Scriptures. 

1. Firſt then I omitted this part of Worſhip, be- 
cauſe it was Occafional not Ordinary. In my Iutroau- 
fi, N. 5. IT engaged only to conſider the Ordinary 
Service of God, and the main ſubſtantial Parts thereof. 
T was ſenſible that you were obliged to Worſhip God 
Publickly every Lord's-day, and are anſwerable for 
your negle& if you do not when you may ; and there- 
fore judged it of great moment to clear from Excep- 
tions thoſe parts of our ;Worſhip in which you are 
obliged to join with uspn thoſe Days. But you have 
not that ſame conſtant* neceſlity to join in Baptiſm ; 
and your Exceptions againſt it cou'd be no juſt Rea- 
ſon to hinder your Attendance in other Ordinary 
Parrs of Worſhip which you mighr very well do, 
tho' you ſcrupled Baptiſing your Children with the 
Sign of the Croſs : Eſpecially fince in caſe of necef> 
ſity our Church had allowed you Baptiſm for them 
wirhout ir, or Godfathers, as appears in our Office 
for private Baptiſm. 

2. I found the defefts and additions of your Di- 
reftory ſo very great in this Office of Baptiſm, that T 
thought they deſerved a Diſcourſe by themſelves, 
and am ſtill of the ſame Opinion. 

Firſt, There is no expreſs Covenant ordered in 
your Dire&ory, to be made in the Name of the 
Child Baptiſed, either by the Parent or any elſe, rho” 
there be no other known way of engaging a Child, 
that cannot Covenant for it ſelf. S2condly, There is 
no profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith required in the 
DireQtory from the Parent or Off:rer of any Child. 
Thirdly, There is no ſolemn Recognition of - the 
Vow of Baptiſm required from Perſons Bapriſed in 
their Infancy, when thev come to underſtarid their 
Duty, as it isin Confirmation with us. Fourthly, The 
expreſs words of the Covenant are not preſcribed our 
of the Word of God, bur it is left to the diſcretion 
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of every Miniſter to impoſe what he will on the Bapti- 
ſed ; and ſome have been very indiſcreet in this point, 
impoſing the ſolemn League and Covenant on per- 
ſons that brought Children to be Baptiſed, or elſe 
refuſing them Baptiſm : all which are obſerved by 
Mr. Baxter, an eminent Man of your Party, many 
years ago in his Infant Baptiſm, Chap. 6 Obje#.1. where 
he complains that they were taken away from you 
when you were in at#ual Poſſeſſion of them; for the 
Subſtance of theſe (faith he) was in the Common Pray- 
er: and he givesus to underſtand with regret thar 
theſe plain Duties were wiped out , and the Direfory 
made more defective than the Common-Prayer in this 
oint. 

And beſides theſe defeQs in matters of ſo high m- 
ment as the Covenant of” God, there are ſeveral Addi- 
tional Conditions required by your DireQory, con- 
trary to Scripture Precedents ; ſuch as (in Me. Boyſe's 
Phraſe may- be reckoned) Stated Appendages of this 
Sacrament ; for it is ordered, thar Baptiſm 1s not 
to be Adminiſtred in private places, but 1n the place 
of publick Worſhip, and in the face of rhe Congre- 
gation. A Rule direaly contrary to Scripture Pre- 
cedents ; and by which many that have had a juſt Ti- 
tle to Bapriſm, and ſome that have been very deſirous 
of it, without any fault of their own, have been de- 
nied tae benefit of it. Chriſt Commands us to Teach 
all Nations, Baptiſing them, &rc. and He that repents 
and believes 1s Entituled to Baptiſm, whatever his cir- 
cumſtances are ; but tho' a Man: do both theſe, and 
profeſs them in the moſt hearty manner, yet if he be 
not able to go to a Publick Place of Worſhip, or can- 
not procure a Congregation to be preſent, he ſhall 
die without this Sacrament, meerly on the account 
of this rigid ceremoniovuſneſs of the DireCtory :; and 
many Children have thus died; which in this point 
35 literally that Sin our Saviour raxeth, Mark 7. 13. 
Making the Word of God of none effeft through your tra- 
aitions. I might 
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I might inſtance in ſome other things as material 
as cheſe, butT hope this may be ſufficient to convince 
you that it was not for want of matter of exception, 
that I deferred imparting my thoughts to you on 
this part of Gods Worſhip, and indeed I am afraid 
that now thy may. not reliſh well with you; but Tl 
deſire you to conlider that I have been forced to do 
ir in my own Juſtification. 

IT. Iam now in the Second place to ſhew you that 
Mr. Boyſe's Arguments againſt the Croſs ia Baptiſm 
are of no force. His grear ObjeCtion againſt it, 1s, 
Thar we make it a new Humane Sacrament , and then 
ic muſt be a Human Invention ; and he owns that ge- 
nerally all. Diſſenters have agreed ro condemn it on 
this account as unlawful, bur I doubt not ro make 
ic appear that we aſcribe nothing of a Sacramental 
nature to1t; and that ir 15a great TInjuſtice ro alledge 
(as he doth) that we Teach otherwiſe. I am the 
more willing to handle this Subje&, becauſe I find 
many of you ill Inftrufted in the nature of Sacras 
ments, and hope what I ſay may be uſeful ro you. 

I defire you therefore to conſider that there are 
Three things neceſſary ro make up a Sacrament, 
Firſt, an Out rard Viſible Sign inſtituted by God, figni- 
tying ſome Spiritual Grace or Benefit which we expett 
from him. 2dly, An Obligation on God by ſame pro- 
miſe of his, to grant us that Spiritual grace or benefit 
whin we duly uſe the viſible Sign. 3dly. Our uſe of 
this outward ſign : For from the other two it follows as 
a Conſequence, that if we wilfully omit or negle# the 
uſe of chat outward vr wiſible Sign appointed by God , 
we muſt not expe the Spiritual Grace or Bencfit Signi- 
fied by it. 

I think it neceſſary to prove by Scripture, firſt, rhar 
each of theſe belong to a Sacrament. And, 2dly To 
ſhew that we aſcribe none of them to the Croſs, in 
Baptiſm, and conſequently'that it hath nothing of 
a Sacrament 1n 1t. | 

The firſt Sacrament we find 1n Scripture 15 Circumct- 
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ſon, inſtituted by God, Gen. xvii. 11. Ye ſhall circum 
ciſe the fleſh of your fareskin, and it ſhall be a token of 
the Covenant herweds me and you. Here Circumciſing 
the fleſh of the forekin|is the outward. and viſible Sign 
inſtetuted by God ; \ and the ſpiritual grace or be- 
nefit 15 the Covenant) whereof it 1s: called a Token , 
and when it was duly, obſerved, it laid an obligation 
on God to be a God tothe perſon ſo circumciſed, ac- 
cording to God's promiſe v. 7. I will eſtabliſh my Cove- 
nant between me and thee and thy ſeed after thes —— - — 
to be a God unto thee and thy ſeed after thee. And laſt- 
- whoever wilfully refuſed or neglefed this Sign, loſt 
the ſpritual grace or benefit ſignifyed by it. Accor- 
ding. to which we find in he 14 v. and The uncir- 
cumciſed man-child whoſe fleſh of his foreskin is not cir- 
cumciſed, that ſoul ſhall be cut off from his people, he 
hath broken my Covenant, Thelike is obſervable in the 
inſtitution of the Paſſover, another Sacrament of the 
old Teſtament. 

But we are more eſpecially concerned in the S4- 
cramentsof the New, And therefore I will ſhew that 
theſe three things are to be found in each of them. 
Firſt in the Sacrament of the Lord"s-Supper ; the Bread 
and Wine are appointed by Chriſt to ſignifie his Body 
and B/ood: Here is the firſt thing; An outward and 
viſible Sign appointed by God to ſienifie ſome Spiritual 
grace or benefit. 2dly. The Bread and Wine are de- 
clared to be the Communion of the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, rt. Cor. x 16. Tha Cup of Bleſſmg wich we 
bleſs, Is it not the Communion of the Blood of Chriſt ? 
The bread that we break, Is it not the Communion of 
the Body of. Chriſt ? For we being many are one Bread 
and one Body, for we are all partakers of thai One bread. 
Here is the 2d. thing required in a Sacrament , 
even an obligation on God when we duly uſe theſe 
outward Signs to communicate to us the Body and 
Blood.of Chriſt, and make us one Body amongſt our 
ſelves. 3dly, Whoever negligently or wilfully omits o 
uſe 
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uſe of theſe Signs muſt expe& to loſe the Spiritual Grace 
or Benefit. ſignified by them ; that 1t is the Communion of 
Chriſt's Body and Blood : for he who wilfully or neg- 
ligently omits Communicating in the Lord's-Supper 
when he may have it, plainly betrays a defe{t in 
his Faith ; fince nothing can hinder us from feeding 
on the Body and B/ood of our Saviour in his Supper 
but want of Faith to feed on him in our Hearts, and 
therefore when we wilfully negle@ the uſe of theſe 
Signs, we muſt not expe the Spiritual Grace or Bene= 
fit from Ged, that is, che Communion of the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, which is the third thing required un 
a Sacrament. h 

FT am afraid few are truly convinced of this Truth, 
and yet till the generglity be convinced of it, we 
can never expeCt a =” Celebration, of this Sa= 
crament from Miniſters, or a- conſtant Receiving 
of it from the People ; nor will it be poflible to 
reſtore the Diſcipline of the Church to its vigour, 
till People apprehend the Danger of not Commu- 
nicating; for the Force of Diſcipline depends chief- 
ly on keeping refraftory Sinners from the Lord's- 
Supper: The want of which, by this DoQtrine, 1s {ſo 
penal, that whoever in earneſt believes it, will readi- 
ly ſubmit to any terms that are not direAly ſinful, 
rather than be debarred from ir. | 

Baptiſm is the other Szcrament of the New Teſta- 
ment, which Chriſt Inſtitured, Mat:hew 28. 19. Go 
ye therefore and teach a!! Nations, Baptiſing them in the 
Name of the Father, Sox, and Holy Ghoſt, The Spiri- 
ritual Grace or Benefit of which is declared to us, 
Rom. G6. 4. We are buried with him by Baptiſm into 
Death ; that like as Chriſ® was raiſed from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk 
in newneſs of Life, 4 Death therefore unto Sin, 
and a new Birth unto Rightcouſneſs 15 the Spiri- 
tual Grace or Benefit ſignified by the Our- 
word Sign of Water, es is by Chriſt 1 Bap- 
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ziſm : which is the firſt thing neceſſary to a Sacra- 
ment. 

2. Chriſt has promiſed, Mark 16. 16. That he that 
believeth and is baptiſed ſhall be ſaved : Which is an 
Obligation on God by his promiſe, to give to thoſe 
who rightly uſe this Sign the Spiritual Grace or Bene- 
ft ſignified by it ; which 1s the ſecond thing requi- 
ſite in a Sacrament. 

3- The wilful negle& or refuſal of this Sacrament 
is damnable, and depriveth the obſtinate refuſer of 
the Spiritual Benefir ſignified in it; according to 
John 3. 5. Except a Man be born of Water and the 
Spirit , he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. 
Which is the third thing we find requiſite in a Sa- 
crament. 

Let us now in the SeconQFlace ſee whether our 
Church aſcribes any of theſe to the Croſs in Baptiſm ; 
for if we do not, it is a great miſrepreſentation to 
ſay as Mr. Boyſe doth, p. 164. That there wants no- 
thing but Divine Inſtitution to make it as much a $a- 
crament as Baptiſm it ſelf. 

Firſt then, we do not Teach that the Sign of rhe 
Croſs was Inſtlituted by Ged to ſignifie any Spiritual 
Grace or Benefit we expett from him. On the con- 
trary it ſignifies only the Duty we owe to God. Tt 
1s not uſed to ſignifie any Grace or Benefit communi- 
cated from God to us, as Signs do in Sacraments; but 
on! to ſignife the return we ought ro make to God 
for the Benefits hz has vouchſafed us in Baptiſm : 
That 1s, Nor to be aſhamed of Chriſt Crucified, bus 
manfully to Fight under his Banner, ana continue his Sol- 
diers and Servants. : 

The firft Thing tfierefore neceſſary to the nature 
of a Sacrament js altogether wanting to the Sign of 
the Creſs. And it was incumbent on Mr. Boyſe to ſhew 
us what Spiritual Grace or Benefic from God this Sign 
ſignified wich us, before he atſirmed ir ro want no- 
thing to maſt it a Sarramint, as much as _ 

or 
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For ſince Baptiſm ſignifies 4 death unto Sin, and &4 
new birth unto Righteouſneſs, which are Spiritual Graces 
we expe@ immediately from God, he ought to have 
ſhew's ſome ſuch Spiritual Graces or Benefits which 
we imploy the Croſs to ſignifie, or elſe it plainly 
wants this part of the Nature of a Sacrament. 

-But Secondly, The ſecond part is as much want- 
ing. Our Church never Taught that God was obli- 
ged by any promiſe, or that we ought to expe@ on 
our due uſe of the Sizn of the Croſs, that God would 
grant us any greater Bggefit by it. On the contrary, 
we unanimouſly Teach that the Croſs is not uſed to 
ſignifie any Spiritual Grace or Benefit expefted from 
God, bur to profeſs ahd declare a duty of ours to 
him, even that we ought nat to be aſhamed of his Suffe= 
rings: Our Church Teacheth us to expeR, that where- 
as by Nature we are Children of Wrath, we ſhall in Bap- 
tiſm be made Children of God. And in the Sacrament 
of the Lord's-Supper, we are Taught. to expe& The 
frengthning and refreſhing of our Souls by the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, as our Bodies are by Bread and Wane : 
But we are not Taught to expe any ſuch thing in 
the uſe of the Sign of the Croſs, or that God has an- 
nexed any ſuch promiſe to it: And therefore to al- 


; ledge that according to our Church there is nothing 


wanting but Divine Inſtitution to make the Sign of he 
Croſs, as much a Sacrament as Baptiſm it ſelf, is a miſ- 
repreſentation, without ground or colour. Let me 
add that this Obligartidg9- on God by promiſe, ro 
grant us the Spiritual Grace or Benefit ſignified by it, 
on our due uſe of the Sign, is the very thing that 
Conſtitutes a Sacrament, and diſtinguiſhes it from 
all other Signes ; and this being wanting, tho' a Sign, 
had all other things like a Sacrament, yet it would be 
no more a Sacrament, then an Image, that in every 
thing elſe (except a Soul) were like a Man wou'd 
be a Man. 
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But Thirdly, As the two Firſt things neceſſary_to 
a Szcrament are wanting to it, according to our Da- 
Qrine, ſo is the Third ; ſince we do not Teach that 
the negleQing or omitting this Sign deprives us of. 
anv Spiritual Grace, Tf we wiifully negleC& or refuſe 
Baptiim *tis a damnable Sin, and deprives us of our. 
Title ro the Kingdom of Heaven : And the like we 
Teach concerning wilful negle& of the Lord"s-Sup- 
per, That it deprives us of the Nouriſhment which 
we ſhould derive from the participation of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt. But we never Taught any 
fach thing concerning the Siz#of the Croſs, Neither 
can any-ſuch thing be ſhewed in our Artichs Canons, 
or Offices : On rhe contrary, the zoth. Canoh expreſly 
Teaches. That the Sign of the Croſs, uſed after Bap- 
tiſm, addeth nothing to the Vertne or Perfe&ion 
theo Nor it it be omitted, doth it take any thing 
from the ſubſtance or efficacy thereof. And ac- 
cordingly when omitted in private Baptiſm by Or- 
der of the Church, 'tis declared that in that cafe 
all is well done, aud eccording to due Order concerning 


7 Baptiſing the Child. T conclude therefore, direQly 


contrary to what Mr. Boyſe alledyes, That beſides Di- 
wine Inſtitution, every thing is wanting io make the Sign 
of the Croſs a Sacrament, that is proper to Baptiſm or 
any other Sacrament : And T muſt profeſs that I find as 
little ftrengeh in this Argument again the Croſs as in 
any that Mr. Bey/e has produced on the other Heads ; 
and the whole force of it feerns ro me to proceed 
from two Miſtales concerning the Nature of Sa- 
craments, Fuſt, As if they were Signs from us 
to God, .and not wholly from God to us. And Se 
condly, As if we were to learn the Nature of Sacra- 
ments from rhe Schools, and rhe partial Definitions 
of intereſted Diſputants, and not from the Holy Scrip- 
tures only. - Hence hz has nor given vs one place of 
Scripture to prove his imperf2& Account of a Sacra- 
ment, p. 464. But inflead thereot tells ys of the 
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Croſs being ſet up to repreſent Chriſt Crucified, Oar 

ging broucht under folemn Obligations to confeſs the 
Fairh of Chrift, and of Moral Caſualily aſcribed to 
this Ceremony, All which have little to do with the 
Nature of a Sacrament, T would have you better cons 
ſider for what a Sacrament is intended, then that 
you ſhould be led to uſe theſe as the only Deſign of 
i: If we keep to the Holy Scriptures, and to 
the Words thereof, as I have Jaid them down, we 
ſhall have a much better underſtanding of irs Nas 
cure. 

IIT. But tn proceed in the Third place, I fay that 
the uſe of the Croſs in Bap'rſm is Warrontea by Scrip= 
ture. And here I muſt deſire leave ro be ſomething 
large and particular, that I may explain this Point'to, 
ordinary Capacitics: And 1a ordcr to enable you to 
judge of it, I d<iire you to conhder, | 

1, That we are obliged ro expreſs rae izward Res 
verence and Senſe oi our Mins concerning God, 
by ſome outward means; wacreby we may preſerve 
and increaſe rhat Senſe 1n our {clves, and may make 
appeat to others what we think of God and Holy 


"Things. Thus we are obliged ro expr-ſs oar Seate 


of Goil's Excellrncies, by Pra'ſ2s; our Senſe of our 
Dcpendance on him, by Confeſjim of his Power and 
Prayers; our Sente of having Of.nded him by Confeſſion 
of our Sins, and our Reſolution of Amendment by Pro= 
miſes and Yows, 

2. The Scriptures command ns to expreſs rheſe in- 
ward Thoughts and Senfe of our Minds, by 4&ons, 
as well as by Words, Thus we cxprets rhe Submiſſion 
cf our Minds, by Adoration ; our Humility before 
God, by Kneeling or Profiration, &&c. Which Aclions, 
theggcriptures have as muca Warrant.:t, in our 
Addreſſes to God, as they have Ior4s, and generally 
ſpeaking, they are rather more Eff-tual and Siny 
cere Expreſhons of the Senſe ot our Minds, hed 
Wards. | 
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3. The Scriptures teach us to Expreſs our Thoughts 


and Senſe of our Minds, in ſuch Words and Aﬀtions 


as on other ſerious Occaſions ſerve to expreſs the 
like Senſe and Difſpoſitigns of Mind : So that we 
are not to invent new Words or AQons to ſignifie 
our Submiſſion or Thankfulneſs, &c. tro God ; bur 
we are to uſe ſuch as, tht general Cuſtom of our 
Country have made ſignificant in the like Caſes ; for 
by ufing them, our Neighbours will beſt underſtand 
us, and we our ſelves will be moſt likely to be ſtirred 
up by them. 

T hat it is our Duty to uſe theſe 4#ions in the Wor- 
ſhip of God, will appear from the whole Tenour of 
the Scriptures : Thus, becauic bowing the Body in all 
places of the World argues Reſpe#, therefore the 
Scriprures warrant our bow;ng when we come into 
God's Preſence : Thus, becauſe by the general Cu- 
tom of the World, Kneeling is a token of humbly 
Supplicating thoſe to whom we Kneel ; theretore in 
our Confeſlions and humbleſt Addreſſes to God the 
Scriptures preſcribe to us to Kneel ; Thus, becauſe 
Servants ftand when they attend their Maſters, there- 
fore in our Praiſes and in ſome other Services we pay 
to God, the Scriptures Warrant us to fand. Thus, 
becauſe in the Eaſtern Countries thoſe that came inro 
the Courts of Princes put off their Shoes ont of 
neatneſs or reſpe&, therefore God ſometime required 
his Worſhippers to approach his preſence in the like 
manner. "Thus, becauſe it was the Cuſtom for Ma- 
ters to give their Servants a new Name, at their 
admiſſion into their Families, therefore God gave 
Abraham a new Name, at his admitting him to his 

culiar Service; and hence came the Cuſtom of 
giving a Name at Circumciſion. Thus, it was the 
Cuſtom of the World to expreſs a Senſe of deep 
Sorrow by Faſting, Iying on the Ground, covering 
themſelves with Sackcloath, Renting their Garments, 
and Bearing their Bodies; and hence we find Holy 
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Men uſing all theſe, to expreſs their Sorrow for 
their Sins. Thus, they expreſſed their Religious as 
well as Civil Joy, by Singing, Feaſting, Dancing, 
ſending Portions to their Friends, by White Gar- 
ments, and more then Ordinary Neatneſs in their 
Dreſs And of this Nature there are many other 
Inſtances, which fully ſhew us, That, the Scriptures 
warrant us,zo make uſe of ſuch fir Adtions to expreſs 
our ThouWMrs and Senſe of Religious Things, as 
the Cuſtom of each Country has made proper and 
ſignificant to expreſs the Paſſions of our Minds on 
other Occaſions ; and do no more bind us to the 
particular 4fions of Holy Mzn menrioned there- 
in, if they have loſt their Significancy, then they 
bind us ro their Words, which we do not under- 
ftand. This appears from many Inſtances of Scrip- 
rure-4cio now diiuy'd by us, and of others 
brought inro uſe, Particularly, that of Uncovering 
the Head ; an Aﬀticn never uſed in Scripture as a 
Sign of Revercnce, yer lawfully uſed by us 
( from the forementioned implyed Rule of Scrip- 
ture) becauſe Cuſtom has given it a general Signifi= 
cation of ReſpeRQ. 

4. Glorying in the Sufcrings of Chriſt, and profeſ- 
ſing our ſelves ready ro follow him, even to the 
moſt ignominious Death en the Croſs, is a Duty in- 
cumbent on us by rhe Scripture, Ga!. 6. 14. God 
forbid I ſhould Glory ſave in the Croſs of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, therefore we ought to expreſs this Dury, and 
Glory in ir, by ſuch outward Means as are moſt 
proper, and do moſt effeQually and generally Sig- 
nifie it. And fince by univerfal Cuſtom there are 
AQtions as well as Wo: ds that fignifte rhis our G/erp- 
ing in the Croſs of Chriſt, Scripture-Precedents war- 
rant and oblige us to uſe both. 

5. Making the $S/gn of the Croſs, is an Aftion which 
Univerſal Cuſtom in all Ages and Churches ſince 


the Apoſtles Time till the R-formation, have applyed 
D 4 to 
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to Signifie your Glorying in the Sufferings of Chrift, 
and *ris underſtood by all thoſe that have heard of 
Chriſtianirv, tho* Enemies to it, to have this Signifi- 
cation. Therefore rhe Scriptures warrant the uſe 
of 1t to this purpoſe, as much as ſanding uncovered 
in token of Reverence at our Prayers, and the 
Scriptures themſelves have given the occaſion and 
ground and warrant for this fignifhcation of the 
Croſs, by expreſſing our undertaking gyd owning 
the Chriſtian Religion by rhe phraſe of taking up 
tne Crois, Mart. 16. 24. If any Man will come afrey 
we, let him cammy bimjel” and take rp bis Croſs and tol- 
{ow me; and 1 Cer. 1, 17. Preaching the Croſs 1s Preach- 
ing the Goſpel ; And in ſeveral other Places. the 
Whol: of our - Religion, as Chriſtian, 15 ſignified 
by the Cos; Therefore to ſignifie our Profeiling 
and G/orying in Corift Crieificd, by making the Sign 
of the Croſs, has better Foundation 1n Scripture, 
and i5 much more warranted by univerſal Cuſtom 
then uncovering the Head has to fignifte Reverence, of 
which there is no Diſpute between us, but thart it is 
agreeable. 

6. *Tis very proper at Baptiſm to make a Profeſ- 
fion of our G!orying in the Croſs of Chriſt; becauſe 
we then ſolemnly engage to fake it vp ; that is (as 
befo;e explained) to take vpon us his whole Religi- 
on. - To make tech a Protcfſion by Words, of this 
and of all the Naties we thefh undertake TI think is 
owned to be lawful! by all; and we think very re- 
quiſite ; and accordingly require it from every one 
who 1s E:ptiſcd. | 

T Add 1n the 7th. place, That it 1s not only war- 


\ rantable to do it by -7:, but likewiſe by A#ions. 
Fhis muſt appear reaſonable to you, if you refle& on 


your own Practice, in g1112g your Children Names 
at your Baptiſm ; which, as T have already ſhewed, 
fignifies your giving up their Names to Chriſt, and 
engaging them to be Chrilt's Servants, Your Names 
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therefore are a laſting Badge and Token to you 
through your whole Lives, of your Dedications to 
Chriſt's Service, and an Obligation on you to be» 
have your Selves accordingly, yet this Signifcant 
Ceremony, added to Baptiſm, has nothing of a Sa- 
crament in it, any more then TI have ſhew'd the Sign 
of the Croſs to have; and both are equally warranted 
by Scripture. | 

This you ought the rather to obſerve, becauſe 
the only Queſtion your DireQory requires to be 
put to the Perſon that offers the Child to Bap- 
riſm. is concerning the Name thereof ; having 
left out thoſe Scripture Queſtions thar relate ro the 
Faith and Obligations into which the Child 1s Bap- 
riſed. 

I wou'd defire you likewiſe to refle& on another 
Ceremony you have added to the other Sacrament, I 
mean ziving Tickets to ſuch as are to be admitted to 
the Lord's-Supper, upon offering of which they are 
admitted to that Priviledge : In this Ceremony (for 
ſo I muſt call it) there 1s an Outward and FYiſible 
Sign, a Ticket. 2dly, An Inward and Spiritual Grace, 
your Aptitude and Title to the Lord's-Supper and 
Communion of Saints, found on your Examina- 
tion when you receive the Ticket. 3dly, It is a 
Badge and Token whereby Priviledged Members are 
diſtinguiſhed from thoſe thar are without. Laſtly, 

t 1s a ſort of a neceſſary Term of Communion, fince 
thoſe that negle& this Badge ſhall not be admitted 
ro the Sacrament, yet I ſuppoſe you reckon this 
Badge or Symbol of Commumon to be Warranted by 
the general Rules of Scripture, tho” it is plain there 
15 no ſuch Ground for it there, as for the Uſe of the 
Croſs, But 

8:hl;y, We are not without Scripture-Precedents 
of ſignifying the particular Obligations that Iye on 
us in the Sacraments, by A#iens as well as IPords. 
91NCe our S$2yiour ſignified the Hymility and Love 
WC 
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ve _ to bear towards one another, by Waſhing 
his Diſciples Feet, at the Inſtitution of the Lord's- 
Supper ; and St. Peter, who refuſed this ſignificant 
Ceremony , was ſeverely threatened for it. Thus, 
dipping intirely under Water in Baptiſm, was a ſig- 
nificant Ceremony we. find ſometimes uſed, as a 
Token of our being buried with Chrift in Baptiſm ; 
to which Signification the Apoſtle alludes, Ros. 6. 
4. Therefore we are buried with him by Baptiſm into 
Death. And to the ſame purpoſe, Co/. 1. 12. 
There was another Ceremony of Baptiſm which 
conſiſted in the Change of Chaths; and this was 
likewiſe Significant, and the Apoſtle alludes to it, 
Gal. 3. 27. For as many of you as have been Baptiſed 
into Chriſt have put on Chriſt: And to the ſame al- 
Jade thoſe Phraſes of putting off the Old Man, and 
putting on the New ; as 1s confeſſed by the beſt 
Interpreters: And the Apoſtle uſeth them not 
only to fignifie the Duties and Obligations we 
undertake at Baptiſm, but likewiſe to ſtir us up to 
perform them. 

The like is obſervable in the Lord's-Supper ; the 

articular Duties of which are ſignified in Scripture 
by ſevera] Ceremonies annexed to the Celebration 
thereof. *Tis a ſpecial Duty to lay aſide all Hatred, 
and ro be in perfe& Charity with one another, 
when we come to that Sacrament; And this Duty 
was fignifted firſt by an Holy Kiſs mentioned Rom. 16. 
16. and in ſeveral other Places of Scripture. And 
2dly, by Feaſts of Charity deſcribed, 1 Cor. 11. and 
mentioned Jude 12. both which continued many 
Years in the Church, as Tokens and Badges and Sym- 
bots of the Duty of Charity, which were profeſs'd 
in that Sacrament : And yet none of all theſe parti- 
eiar Ceremonies can be term'd Sacraments ; from 
all which I conclude that s is as proper and as agree- 
able ro Scripture to ſignifie our Obligation in Bap- 
tiſm, wot to be ſhamed of Chriſt Cr:cified, by making 
the 
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the Sign of the Croſs, as it was to ſignifie our Love 
and Unity by a Kiſs or a Feaſt ; and by conſequence, 
that the uſe of the Croſs in Baptiſm is Warranted by 
Scripture, | 

To Conclude, neither Scripture nor Reaſon hin- 
der us from uſing ſuch Signs in Expreſſing or Profef- 
ſing our Duty ts God, as properly and by general 
Conſent ſignifie it. On the Contrary, they Warrant 
us to uſe ſuch Signs as well as Words; which Words 
are Signs themſelves, made Sgnificant only by Cu- 
ſtom ; whereas many Ations have the ground of 
their Significancy from Nature. 

But here we muſt take care not to inſtitute Signs 
to ſignifie and oblige God ro confer his Favours or 
Grace on us: For that were to limit him; and 
*ris only he, by his Inſtitution and Promiſe, can fo 
oblige himſelf, The want of diftinguiſhing be- 
tween theſe two ſort of Signs, ſeems to me to 
have occaſioned all thoſe ObjeQions againſt the Sign 
of the Croſs, which are commonly urged to us as if 
we made it a Sacrament. | | 

That which therefore was _ incumbent on 
Mr. Boyſe in this Point, was to prove by Scripture, 
That 2 is unlawful to fignifie or ' expreſs the particu= 
lar Duties we undertake in the Sacrament, by Afions 
that are by general Cuſtom pots; of thoſe Duties. 
Otherwiſe, to declare this to be unlawful, is 
the ſame Preſumption and Offence as to declare 
ſome Meats unlawful; and is a. certain Inſtance of 
vour Teaching for Doerine the Commanaments of Men. 
For to ſay an Aion 1s Unlawful that God has 
not made ſo, is the ſame Prefumption and Of- 
ferice, as to ſay certain Meats are Forbidden that 
are not ; which is a thing ſeriouſly to be conſidered 
by vou. _ 

Thus much I have thought needful to lay before 
you concerning the Sign of he Croſs ; and I think is 
tufficient to convince any unbyas'd Perſon, hap as 

wwe 
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e no cauſe to ſeparate from our Worfhip on that 

ccount. | I . 

As for the reſt of Mr. Boyſe's Remarks, which I 
have nor here conſidered, T preſume none will ſu- 
fpe&t rhat there is more Difficulty in them, than in 
the Points I have atready examined. But indeed I 
muſt declare ther I have met with none among you 
that have ajledged- Mr. 5oy/-"s Reafons for abſenting 
themſelves irpm our Publick Worſhip. And there- 
Fore I cannot *Khink it material to go about to con- 
fure a jingle Perioa and a Stranger : For fhould I 
conflute his Pr::c/ples, perhaps you, for whoſe Satis- 
fachon only T mrerd this, wor'd think yaur ſclves 
unconcern'd in the Diſpute. Bur if I ſhall find that 
his ObjeQions have really moved Scruples in you, 
and your Miniſters will give their full approbation 
of his Book, and manner of handling this Contro- 
verſie, T ſhall then think my ſelf obligd to give 
you a juſt Account of the Whole, as I have here 
done of ſome Parts of it ; and particularly, of the 
principal Matters ef F2# contained in it : The Truth 
of which, if any perſiſt to queſtion, IT ſhall then al- 
f Publiſh the Youchers and Yuthoritics I have tor 
them ; which I am not willing to do, out of tender- 
neſs to you as well as on other Accounts till the laſt 
Neceſit:y. . 

Ar preſent T muſt leave with you this Caution, as 
well in reſpe& of Mr. Boyſe's Remarks, as of any 0- 
ther Anſwer that may come out to my Book, that 
{ do not think that either you or I are concern'd 
in Arguments that are nor founded on Scripture, or 
in any Anſwers to my Proofs that contradiGt the Let- 
ter of the Holy Scriptures, as moſt of Mr. Boyſe's 
do; particularly fuch as coac-rn ſaying or {inging our 
Pialms, 4anſwerinz in our Pravers and Hymns; and 
Joining our Foices in our Confeilions and Addrefles 
to God. 
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To Conclude; I defire to dea] with-you as becomes 
a-True Paſtour, Admoniſhing and; InſtruQing, you in 
the Spirit of Meekneſs ; I neither. have, nor cars 
have any indire& or worldly Ends. in telling yow' 
theſe things ; nor can you[imagine that I either pro- 
poſe or deſign any Advantage to -myj; {elf 'by it, but: 
only your Good. I need not feck; to pleaſe: Men; 
neither if T deſigned ir, were this the way to attain 
it. Some Truths are very uneaſfie, and I know that 
nothing can be more ungratefu! to you, then to 
give you to underſtand that the Worſhip you ſup- 
poſe ſo pure and conformable tro the Word of 
God, has no expreſs Warrant in Scripture for it, 
and that all thoſe things in our Worſhip that you 
have ſo long been born in Hand to be only I- 
wentions of Men, are really the DiCtates of God's Spt- 
rit in the Holy Scriptures. This I know touches 
you very near ; and conſidering all things, T cannot 
bur thank you, and do thank you, for the Entertain- 
ment you have given my Book ; and T hope it will 
yer do more Good among you. I muſt again in- 
treat You to take my Addreſſes to you in good part ; 
and n&t to be off:nded with me, becauſe I endea- 
vour to tell you the Truth, They that know me, 
will alow Plain-Dealing to be part of my CharaQter. 
Bur remember that nothing 1s more apt to provoke 
Mankind then Truth ; and if you meet with any 
Book, written in Anſwer to mine, that Diſcovers 
the Writer to have been in a Paſſion when he wrote 
it, you may look on it as a probable Argument of 
the 774:h of what I have propoſed. And if upon 
reading what I have wrote, you find any Motion 
within your ſelves towards Paſſion, conſider well 
whether it proceed not from the ſame Cauſe; 
1,mely, my declaring the T-:þ to you. 

{ muſt ſtand or fall to my great Maſter, as to my 
Sincerity in ſtudying your Good ; to him IT am an- 
{werable for the diſcharge of. my Office, and of thoſe 

Obliga- 


POE Oe ee EI er —_— 


ow was a - ———_——— £2 © <DEI3 
en _ : _ mg" | 
c : f , wap I _> _ 
- 8 A 4 ER nr a” . vu 4 
CIT oa error RATES __ 5 or We) : 
: - ES n 3X OE. Ls cn - 2 C IIS a - _ = ll 
_ A A's adv ne” ee hs "I i Y | 
— = ET. -———— EET” — FR RIOT 4 y ; : : AE; 5 S E 2 = 
EAT IEEE” a > —— b _ 2 24 -— hv © ue TIO —— —_ —_——4 - EW 
: wok y PN 5 INE —_ LIES 6 ans. ne os, = > = , 
SEL. =—— -- _—_ L- R_ngY EDTA os er ns 2. =D 5 
b pet Sh by 


EE eihink CD EEDENS Do mm ee ISSN 
= NE red oF —ta— 


= --=5. Sad 
== —— 


X 


*_ "F360 


IS TIT VT; 2 IEEE EEC 


Oar tor ear 


6 TEID OB IAY 


it 
ts 
{5 
41 
: 
\ 


58 An Adminition, &c. 

Obligations from it under which T lye. The Con- 
ſcience of this has put me on theſe Addreſſes; and 
T beſeech our good God, and the Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who purchaſed his Church with 
his Blood, and promiſed his Spirit to his Diſciples 
to guide them into all 77h, to diſpoſe and prepare 
your Hearts for the Reception thereof, and to incline 


you to hearken to the Inſtrutions offered you out 
of his Word by ! 


Your truly Aﬀe&ionate Paſtour, 


Londonderry | 
I. May, 1694. Will. Derry. 
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